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THINGS TO DO

TweeT Of THe week
@CarlosMolina562: Perfect 
weather 4 an afternoon walk 
around my city #norwalk 
#TeamMolina

Follow us!
@DowneyPatriot

Craft Beer Festival
Sunday - Balboa Village, 1 p.m.

Unlimited food and tastings, beer 
games raffles, live rock and roll. $22

Wearing caps and gowns, Norwalk freshmen 
envision their future

NORWALK – Wearing a royal blue cap and gown, Norwalk High 
School freshman Vincent Medina joined 600 fellow freshmen on March 21 
in imagining the excitement of graduation day as part of the third annual 
“Commit to Graduate” (C2G) event designed to inspire students to achieve 
their goals.

 Students heard from nationally renowned motivational speaker Richard 
Parkhouse, took photos in graduation attire, signed “diplomas” to signify 
their commitment to graduate and pinned them to a banner that adorned a 

Book Sale
Saturday - Norwalk Library, 9 a.m.

Norwalk Library’s semi-annual book 
sale. $5 for a bag of books.

Symphony Concert
Saturday - Downey Theatre, 8 p.m.

A professional symphony live in 
concert. $29

Book sale  
at Norwalk Library

NORWALK – Norwalk Library 
will host its semi-annual “Bag-of-
Books Sale” this Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 

Thousands of books, movie and 
music will be available for purchase. 
Cost is $5 for as many items that 
can be fitted into a supplied paper 
grocery bag. Multiple grocery bags 
can be purchased. 

For more information, call (562) 
868-0775. Cash and credit cards are 
accepted.

By Chrisitan Brown
Staff Writer

NORWALK – Norwalk Planning 
Commissioner Rosa Barragan is 
publicly refuting a news report 
that suggests police found drugs, 
guns, and money at her Norwalk 
residence following a raid there on 
Tuesday morning. 

“I am very distraught over this 
slanderous article,” said Barragan. “I 
have 36 years of experience serving 
others in this community and this 
[false article] could erase everything 
I’ve done.”

Barragan is disputing the bulk 
of the reporting by Hews-Media 
Group, which described a raucous 
raid of both her residence and 
her mother’s home where guns, 
drugs, and money were allegedly 
discovered inside and arrests were 
made, launching an investigation.

However, Barragan maintains 
that while police did search the 
homes looking for her brother, no 
illegal contraband was found, no 
arrests were made, and she is not 
under investigation.

“You can’t control who your 
family is…They were searching for 
my little brother,” said Barragan, 
who admitted he’s had trouble with 
the law. “But they made it seem like 
I was a kingpin.” 

Captain Curtis Jensen of the 
Norwalk Sheriff ’s Station confirmed 
that authorities did serve search 
warrants to both Barragan and her 
mother on the 12100 block of 163rd 
Street Tuesday morning around 3 
a.m., but he also denied any reports 
that Barragan herself was ever in 
question.

“None of the information in 
that article came from my office,” 
Jensen said. “Ms. Barragan was 
never a suspect and she is not under 
any investigation.”

Barragan serves as the 
McKinney-Vento Program 
Coordinator for the Norwalk-La 
Mirada Unified School District 
and is currently running for the 
Cerritos College Board of Trustees. 
In 2015, she was honored as 
Assembly District 57 Woman of the 
Year by state Assemblymember Ian 
Calderon.

“I’m part of the fabric of this 
community. Service has been 
my main field of work and it will 
continue to be my number one 
objective,” Barragan said.

Norwalk 
official denies 
‘slanderous’ 
report

5k fun Run
Saturday - Angels Stadium, 8 a.m.

A 5K or optional 1-mile fun run, with 
proceeds benefiting Angels Baseball 

Foundation. $30-$45

Renaissance faire
Saturday - Santa Fe Dam Recreation 

Area, 10 a.m.

Live entertainment, food, living 
history exhibits, jousts, parades, battle 

pageant, and more. $29 adults, $15 kids 
(ages 4 and younger free)

Downey Street faire
Saturday - Brookshire Avenue,  

11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Vendors, food booths, live music, 
motorcycle show, and more.  

Rain or shine.

By Alex Dominguez
Contributor

Hurting in profits, historic McDonald’s 
adding drive-thru lane

DOWNEY – The City of Downey Planning Commission unanimously 
approved the addition of a drive-thru to the city’s classic McDonald’s location 
on Wednesday.

The fast food restaurant, located at the corner of Florence Avenue and 
Lakewood Boulevard, was the third McDonald’s location to be built by the 
now staple burger chain. The restaurant was built in 1953, and is currently 
the oldest operating McDonald’s in the world. 

The iconic arch and animated neon “Speedee” sign were added in 1959. 
To this day the location has retained its original architecture and retro style.

However, McDonald’s claims that the often historically described location 
has struggled to make a profit in modern times, largely in part to its lack of 
a drive-thru. According to the popular food chain, other local McDonald’s 
locations conduct approximately 65% of their sales via drive-thru operations. 

At Wednesday night’s meeting, a representative of McDonald’s indicated 

that the struggling restaurant was also competing with another McDonald’s 
location not too terribly far away, located at the corner of Gallatin and 
Lakewood. That location underwent a major remodel and update last year, 
which included improvements to a once cluttered drive-thru lane that often 
times overran into the parking lot.

Normally, the planning commission does not take financial concerns 
when considering a land use entitlement. However, in the case of the iconic 
McDonald’s, the continued presence and operation of the restaurant was 
deemed of vital interest to the community. 

Public opinion had been mixed even before the commission’s vote. 
Several community members responded to an article published by The 
Downey Patriot via social media, with many showing excitement for the 
upgrade and others fearing the loss of the location’s historical value.  

The oldest operating McDonald’s was deemed eligible to be listed on the 
National and State Registers of Historical Places back in 1984, however has 
not been included in either as of late. Many within the city and local areas 
consider the building to be a historical landmark despite this fact.

According to the plans that were approved, the future drive-thru will 
not take away from the location’s classic look and feel, and instead will be 
located in the ally directly behind the building. The plans also call for a 
modernization of the kitchen, allowing the restaurant to update their menu 
and offer products not currently available.

Before officially casting their vote, commission members briefly 
discussed their feelings on the matter, and were all unanimous in the thought 
that the drive-thru was long overdue. 

“I think a drive-thru is a fantastic idea at this site,” said Vice-Chairman 
Jim Rodriguez. “It’s going to enhance this site. It’s going to bring better, 
additional business…”

“It’s the old McDonald’s. We all know it in Downey, and people outside of 
Downey know it,” said Chairman Matias Flores. “…It’s definitely something 
that I identify with Downey, and I’m glad we’re doing something to keep it 
up…”

The commission’s final vote was a unanimous 4-0 in favor. District 2 
Commissioner Patrick Owens was not present.

A Norwalk High School freshman auditions for his future graduation day as members 
of the NHS Link Crew look on during the school’s third annual Commit to Graduate 
event on March 21.

wall of the Norwalk High gymnasium.
 Parkhouse encouraged students to take advantage of electives and clubs 

on campus to see what interests and inspires them.
 “You are going to grow into your graduation gowns socially, emotionally, 

intellectually and physically. As you do, I urge you to explore your greatness, 
and find your very best selves,” Parkhouse said.

 About 60 Norwalk High Link Crew students organized the event and 
shared their experiences with the freshmen.

 “It’s good to know someone is there for me to ask questions – someone 
who knows what it really feels like to go through it,” said Medina. “It’s cool 
that they’re motivating us early to graduate. I’m looking forward to it.”

 Link Crew members drew loud cheers from the freshmen as they closed 
out the event with a flash mob performance set to a mash-up of “High School 
Musical” songs.

 “This event gives our freshmen students a leg up,” said Karen Morrison, 
NLMUSD Board of Education President. “Giving students the opportunity 
to visualize graduation day, reflect on where they are now, where they’re 
going, and how quickly the time passes is a true gift.”

 Norwalk-La Mirada USD Superintendent Dr. Hasmik Danielian 
applauded the work of the Link Crew students for organizing the event.

 “This event exemplifies Norwalk-La Mirada Unified’s commitment to 
doing whatever it takes to support our students’ success,” Danielian said.

 On graduation day, the Class of 2019 will have the photos of themselves 
as freshmen in cap and gown returned to them.

 “I’ve seen the look on their faces when they get those photos back,” said 
Emily Osongco, Norwalk High P.E. teacher and Link Crew coordinator. 
“There’s nothing like seeing that pride they feel shining through.”

Whittier High principal, assistant 
superintendent announce retirements

WHITTIER – A pair of veteran educators whose leadership has helped 
shape successful student programs will retire at the end of this school year.

 Whittier High School Principal Lori Eshilian, who has helmed the 
Cardinal campus for almost eight years, and Assistant Superintendent of 
Personnel Services Rich Russell, who has been with the District for 22 years, 
will retire from their posts in June.

 “Lori Eshilian and Rich Russell are two pillars of the Whittier Union 
High School District,” Superintendent Sandra Thorstenson said. “They 
are the epitome of our healthy organizational culture and they have made 
a significant and lasting contribution to the ongoing success of Whittier 
Union.”

 A 1972 graduate of Whittier High, Eshilian has worked in various 
capacities throughout the District since 1987. She has served as a support 
work project specialist and mentor teacher for the District, Academic 
Community for Enrichment (ACE) program teacher at California High 
School and special education support teacher, department chair, assistant 
principal and, for the past eight years, principal at Whittier High School.

 Under Eshilian’s leadership, Whittier High has won two Golden Bell 
Awards – one in 2010 for its block schedule with embedded support program 
and one in 2015 for its Academic Mentor program. Both awards recognized 
the school’s innovation in promoting excellence and increasing student 
achievement.

 “It is an honor to be part of the Whittier Union family and strengthen 
the Cardinal legacy at my alma mater,” Eshilian said. “While it will be difficult 

to leave, I know that Whittier High School and its students will continue 
to flourish and gain the education they need to be prepared for college and 
career.”

 Russell – who has been assistant superintendent of personnel services 
since 2014 – began his 40-year career in education as a guidance counselor 
at Moreno Valley High School, where he developed the career center and a 
sequential grade 9-12 career education curriculum. He was also a counselor/
consultant for the Riverside County Office of Education before returning to 
Moreno Valley Unified as the coordinator of pupil services.

 He joined Whittier Union in 1994 as director of Student Support Services, 
playing a pivotal role in developing the District’s Pyramid of Interventions, 
a systematic organization of support that results in intervention for students 
who may be struggling. This targeted support takes various forms depending 
upon the student’s needs, including tutorials embedded during the day, 
freshman programs, enrollment in special support classes, and incorporating 
the guidance of additional counselors and student academic mentors

 “I am proud of the phenomenal programs and initiatives that we have 
put in place to increase student achievement across Whittier Union schools,” 
Russell said. “It has been an honor to be a part of the amazing growth Whittier 
Union has experienced, and I know it will continue long into the future.”

 Santa Fe High School Principal Kevin Jamero will replace Russell. The 
Board of Trustees will decide on Eshilian’s replacement.

Citizenship fair 
April 30

NORWALK – State Sen. Tony 
Mendoza is hosting a citizenship fair 
Saturday, April 30, from 8-11:30 a.m. 
at Excelsior High School. 

At the fair, residents can 
receive help in completing their 
documentation to become U.S. 
citizens. 

RSVP by calling (888) 839-8682.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
10 A.M. - SUN.,  APRIL 10, 2016

Inspection 15 minutes prior to Auction

� 1997 Chevy Astro
� 1995 Mazda MPV
� 1988 Mazda 626
� 1995 Ford Crown Victoria
� 1988 Toyota Pickup
� 1999 In� niti Q45
� 1997 Mercedes Benz

� 1990 Ford Ranger
� 2000 Nissan Altima
� 2000 Oldsmobile Bravada
� 2001 Volvo S60
� 1995 Nissan Maxima
� 2007 Lexus Es 250 (Crashed)

� 1998 Toyota Camry

Titan Transportation, Inc
8282 Phlox Street, Downey, CA 90241            (562) 923-3136

 There will be a $100 Bidding Fee to bid in auction. 
Fee will be refunded if no bid is won 

Raised on a farm in America’s 
heartland, Janice Collins used to think 
that city kids were “lucky.”  Looking 
back on her childhood, she now 
praises the unique experiences that 
farm life gave her.  Shared Stories is 
a weekly column featuring articles 
by participants in a writing class at 
the Norwalk Senior Center.  Bonnie 
Mansell is the instructor for this free 
class offered through the Cerritos 
College Adult Education Program.  
Curated by Carol Kearns.

By Janice Collins
My father, Louis John Husler, was 

born July 6, 1908, in Belpre, Kansas, 
in the farmhouse that his father built.  
He was the youngest of four children, 
and he lived in that same house for 
years, taking care of his aging father 
and helping to run the farm.

Dad only had an eighth grade 

Farm Life with my Father
education because in those days it 
was believed eight years was all that 
you needed to farm.  Some of his 
education was given in a small, wood 
country school house which was 
only about a half mile from his home.  
My father and his three siblings all 
walked to school.  They took packed 
lunches. Dad learned farming from 
his father, and machinery was also 
given to him by his father. 

My mother Gladys was a widow 
with two children when she married 
my father in 1938 and moved in with 
him. My brother Eddie and I were 
born in Grandpa Husler’s house. 
We were raised in the countryside, 
learning about farm life.

After Grandpa Husler passed 
away, the farm was sold and the 
money was split four ways.  Dad 
then rented a farm in the area from a 

relative of my mother’s first husband.  
The farm had many buildings, all in 
great shape.  We lived in Belpre until 
I was twelve years old.

Dad then purchased land near 
Stratton, Colorado in 1952.  He 
bought land on old Highway 24 plus 
a half-section south of Stratton. Dad 
also rented other land to farm for 
extra income. That same old place 
still stands today. 

Some years were difficult for the 
farmers because crops were hailed 
out, or drought caused poor crops.  
For additional income my father 
worked at various jobs helping the 
“bigtime” farmers. There were times 
that he worked at the Co-op or at a 
trailer factory in Stratton.  

My father was a very caring 
person, always giving of his time 
and money.  I have fond childhood 
memories of Dad trying to make us 
laugh when we were little. He would 
pick us up, give us a toss in the air, 
and then catch us on the way down. 
My father’s lap was always available. 
As a child I would crawl up under his 
newspaper as he was reading and sit 
on his lap quietly.

Cerritos Library 
hosting authors

CERRITOS – Author Anjali 
Mitter Duva will discuss her book 
“Faint Promise of Rain” at 7 p.m. 
on Monday, April 11 in the Cerritos 
Library Skyline Room.

The book is historical fiction set 
in 16th century Rajasthan, India, in 
the world of Hindu temple dancers 
just at the start of the Mughal era. 

Duva’s talk will be accompanied 
by a colorful slide presentation and 
discussion of the history of kathak, 
one of the many classical dance 
forms of India, and how this history 
relates to that of India. 

She will include a reading and 
a short demonstration of the dance. 
Copies of her book will be available 
for purchase. 

Author Stanton Swafford, 
who operated undercover as an 
intelligence officer in Southeast 
Asia, will discuss his international 
spy thriller “China Sea” at 7 p.m. 
on Tuesday, April 12 in the Cerritos 
Library Skyline Room.

Swafford’s book features exciting 
action in Manila, Sulawesi, Bali, 
Singapore, Hong Kong and Malacca. 

In the novel, case officer Roy 
Mancini operates under deep cover 
as an Arabica coffee bean trader and 
foils a terrorist conspiracy. Copies 
of the book will be available for 
purchase. 

Cerritos Library is located at 
18025 Bloomfield Avenue. For more 
information, call (562) 916-1342.

ShaREd STORIES: 
ThE TIES ThaT BInd

He let us ride the tractor 
sometimes as he farmed. When the 
combine bin was full from harvesting 
wheat, my father let us climb on top 
of the wheat in the bin.  This was a 
little-kids thing to do.

Dad would take us duck hunting 
with him. We followed his rules, 
waiting in the bushes quietly until 
the kill. Then our dog would help 
fetch the ducks. The ducks were 
carried home to be plucked and 
cleaned, ready for the freezer.

Dad was a raw veggie eater. 
He picked the vegetables from the 
garden, washed them with a hose, 
and had his snack. I sometimes 
took strawberries from the garden 
for Dad to snack on as he repaired 
machinery, or whatever farm job he 
was doing.  

My father also loved to dunk 
donuts, toast, or anything dunkable 
in his coffee. He especially loved my 
mother’s homemade bread buttered 
with homemade churned butter.

Fishing at Rattlesnake Creek was 
an enjoyment for Dad. We all went 
fishing. A picnic lunch was packed.  
Mom included either fried chicken 

or sandwiches, along with a salad 
dish.

My children have similar 
memories of their grandfather on the 
Colorado farm.  Paula remembers 
my father picking radishes from 
Mom’s garden, washing them, and 
then eating them with salt. Natalie 
remembers that my father liked to 
eat pickled pigs feet from a jar on 
the counter. Jeffrey remembers the 
collection of rattlesnake rattlers in 
the desk that my father made.  He 
also remembers the smell of tobacco 
as my father filled his pipe.

My father eventually moved 
from the farm to live near my brother 
Eddie in Boulder, Colorado, and he 
passed away at Boulder Community 
Hospital around Christmas time in 
1980.

When I was little I used to feel 
that city kids were so lucky to live in 
town.  But as I look back over time, I 
can see that farm life with my mother 
and father offered me more than I 
thought.

Library will help you 
create vision board

CERRITOS – Norwalk Library 
is hosting a vision board party 
Saturday, April 23, from 12:30-1:30 
p.m.

Vision boards are tools that help 
manifest dreams and desires. They 
can be used to help visualize and 
reach life goals using images from 
magazines. 

All materials are provided. The 
program is suitable for adults. 
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Advertise Your Business

Call Dorothy
or MaryAnn 

(562) 868-3022

� Delivered Weekly to Single Family Homes
   and Bulk Drop Off Locations

Get the word out by Advertising 
and Promoting your company

Having a Yard Sale? 
Looking for Renters? 

Call our Classi� eds Department
(562) 904-3668

Frontier High sophomore works from ground up to become top in class

WHITTIER – Although Lisbeth Lozano enrolled at Frontier High 
School in January 2015 as a second-semester sophomore with zero credits, 
her desire to graduate early was anything but hindered.

Lisbeth Lozano enrolled at Frontier High School as a second-semester sophomore with 
zero credits, having lived in Guatemala for the previous three years. She is now No. 1 
in her class and on track to graduate early, earning her an Award of Merit from the 
Whittier Union High School District Board of Trustees on March 8. She is pictured with 
Principal Margie Moriarty.

 Lozano had not attended school for three years leading up to her 
enrollment at Frontier, having moved from Riverside to her family’s home 
country of Guatemala. Despite the odds against her, the Aztec worked her 
way to the top of her class, earning a 3.89 GPA and completing 136 credits 
in one calendar year — more credits than any on-track student would 
complete in two years.

 “My family, teachers and staff helped me overcome any difficulties 
I had when I first started classes last year, and they were the ones who 
encouraged me to try my hardest to catch up and go beyond,” Lozano said. 
“They showed me that if I have enough passion and dedication, anything 
is possible.”

 For her devotion to rising above unprecedented challenges, Lozano 
received an Award of Merit from the Board of Trustees on March 8.

 Lozano now attends 11th- and 12th-grade classes and is on her way 
to early graduation, something she heard has only happened once before 
at Frontier.

 “When I first started classes, my computer teacher told me about a 
student who started out with only a few credits and was able to graduate 
early,” Lozano said. “I figured, why couldn’t I do that starting off with zero?”

 Lozano is well on her way to accomplishing this extraordinary feat by 
taking on extended school days, summer school and extra projects to make 
up for her absent credits.

 In addition to her academic commitments, she is an active member 

at Frontier’s Associated Student Body (ASB) and attributes her growing 
confidence to her involvement in the group.

 She also serves as the president of the school’s S Club, an organization 
sponsored by the Whittier chapter of Soroptimist International that 
mentors young women on volunteerism. Lozano was nominated to receive 
the group’s Lois Neece Overcomers Award, which recognizes high school 
students who overcome adversity to accomplish major feats.

 “It makes me so proud to see her complete an unbelievable amount of 
credits in the short amount of time she did and place No. 1 in her class,” 
Principal Margie Moriarty said. “Although she faced many obstacles toward 
achieving educational success, I have no doubt that her dedication will 
launch her to an early graduation and successful future.”

 Lozano plans to attend Rio Hondo College and has already taken 
entrance exams for admittance. She hopes to transfer to a four-year 
university and ultimately earn a master’s degree in counseling so she can 
become a school counselor and mentor teens.

 “I am so amazed by students like Lizbeth, and I cannot express strongly 
enough the deep gratitude I have for our teachers and staff who help 
students like this determined young lady get ahead,” Superintendent Sandra 
Thorstenson said. “This is yet another example of how our collaborative 
culture produces successful and talented students who are prepared to take 
on every opportunity in store for them.”

Somerset named a model continuation school
BELLFLOWER – A quartet of leadership, academic, career technical 

education and service programs has earned Bellflower Unified’s Somerset 
High School recognition as a 2016 Model Continuation High School by the 
California Department of Education (CDE).

The three-year designation comes during Somerset’s first period of 
eligibility since its last win in 2013.

This year, the honor went to just 37 of California’s 460 continuation 
schools, which serve students who lag in high school credits or require 
flexible school schedules due to employment outside of school, family 
needs or other circumstances.

Somerset is being celebrated for adding an Associated Student Body 
government program, Leo and Key service clubs, a SkillsUSA career 
technical competition program and a Model United Nations program. 
Somerset is the first continuation school in California to run a Key Club or 
a Model UN program.

“We wanted to provide our students with an opportunity to see their 
potential for leadership, for service and for competing head to head with 
students from any school in the region,” Principal Mark Kailiponi said. 
“Too often, students arrive here discouraged, blind to their potential. We 
hope to open their eyes and show them they have no limits.”

Already, the efforts are bearing fruit.
The student government recently hosted a leadership conference for 

200 students from area continuation schools. Service club membership 
at the 280-student school has swelled to 25 apiece, and about the same 
number of students participate in student government.

About 125 students are taking career tech courses related to the 
SkillsUSA competition; two of 12 competing students advanced from the 
group’s regional contest to the state finals. Lastly, a student delegate from 
Somerset won special recognition in February during the 24th annual 
Model UN Conference held at Laguna Hills High School.

“Our students are competing with kids in comprehensive high schools, 
with kids in Advanced Placement programs. They are realizing they are just 
as good as these other guys, that they can accomplish anything with enough 
hard work,” Kailiponi said.

The latest recognition carries on a tradition for Somerset, which has 
been designated a model school six times.

“Somerset’s well-deserved honor is a testament to Bellflower Unified’s 
promise that all our students will receive every opportunity to succeed, 
especially those who may face greater challenges,” Superintendent Dr. Brian 
Jacobs said.

The Model Continuation High School program is a partnership between 
the CDE and the California Continuation Education Association (CCEA). 
Somerset and the other winners will receive their awards at the 2016 CCEA 
State Conference, scheduled April 29-May 1 in Riverside.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SATURDAY, APRIL 9

9 a.m. - Book Sale - Norwalk Library

•
MONDAYS

1st, 6:00 p.m. - Public Safety meetings - Council Chambers

TUESDAYS
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. - Farmers Market - Excelsior High School

1st & 3rd 6:00 p.m. - Toastmasters Meetings - Registrar Recorder/County Clerks Office
2nd & 4th, - Toastmasters Meetings - Norwalk Library
1st & 3rd, 6:00 p.m. - City Council - Council Chambers
3rd, 5:45 p.m. - Housing Authority - Council Chambers

WEDNESDAYS
10:30 a.m. - Woman’s Club - Masonic Lodge

12:00 p.m. - Rotary - Doubletree Hotel
1st, 12:30 p.m. - Soroptimist International - Soroptimist Village

1st & 3rd, 7:00 p.m. - Lions Club - Bruce’s Restaurant
2nd & 4th, 1:30 p.m. - Alondra Senior Citizens - Social Services Center

2nd & 4th, 7:30 p.m. - Planning Commission - Council Chambers
4th, 11:30 a.m. - Coordinating Council - Arts & Sports Complex

THURSDAYS
1:00 p.m. - Adult color club “Color Us Happy” - Norwalk Library

7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts Troop 924 - Norwalk United Methodist Church
2nd, 7:30 p.m. - Golden Trowel -Norwalk Masonic Lodge

3rd, 8:00 p.m. - American Legion Post No. 359 - 11986 Front St.

SATURDAYS
2nd, 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. - Pancake Breakfast - First Christian Church of Norwalk

Have an event you want listed? E-mail news@thedowneypatriot.com

Send us your Letters to the 
Editor, Press Releases, photos, 
meeting and club schedules!

Address:
12040 Foster Road
Norwalk, CA 90650

Email:
news@thedowneypatriot.com

SPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY

You can contact puzzle editor Stan-
ley Newman at his e-mail address: 
StanXwords@aol.com. Or write him 
at P.O. Box 69, Massapequa Park, NY 
11762, Please send a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope if you’d like a reply.

On This Day...
April 8, 1513: Explorer Juan Ponce de Leon claimed Florida for Spain.

1973: Artist Pablo Picasso died at age 91.

1994: Rock singer-musician Kurt Cobain of Nirvana was found dead in Seattle at age 27 of a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound.

Birthdays: Rapper Biz Markie (52), voice actor Shawn Fonteno (48), boxer Gennady Golovkin (34) and pitcher 
Felix Hernandez (30).
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Make your 

voice heard
city representatives
Mayor Mike Mendez
Phone: (562) 929-5305
E-mail: mmendez@norwalkca.gov

Vice Mayor Cheri Kelley
Phone: (562) 929-5305
E-mail: ckelley@norwalkca.gov

Councilman Luigi Vernola
Phone: (562) 929-5305
E-mail: lvernola@norwalkca.gov

Councilman Marcel Rodarte
Phone: (562) 929-5305
E-mail: mrodarte@norwalkca.gov

Councilman Leonard Shryock
Phone: (562) 929-5305
E-mail: lshryock@norwalkca.gov

congressional 
representative
Linda Sanchez
Phone: (562) 860-5050
Mail: 12440 E. Imperial Hwy., 
Suite 140
Norwalk, CA 90650

state representatives
Sen. Tony Mendoza
Phone: (323) 890-2790
Mail: 400 N. Montebello Blvd., 
Suite 100, Montebello, CA 90640

Assemblyman Ian Calderon
Phone: (562) 692-5858
Mail: 13181 Crossroads Parkway 
North, St. 160, City of Industry, 
91746

Assemblywoman Cristina Garcia
Phone: (562) 402-4893
Mail: 8255 Firestone Blvd., 
Suite 203
Downey, CA 90241

u.s. representatives
Sen. Barbara Boxer
Phone: (213) 894-5000
Mail: 312 N. Spring St. Suite 1748
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Sen. Dianne Feinstein
Phone: (310) 914-7300
Mail: 11111 Santa Monica Blvd.
Suite 915, Los Angeles, CA 90025 

Board of education
President Jesse Urquidi
E-mail: jesse.urquidi@gmail.com

Vice President Karen Morrison
E-mail: kl4morrison@yahoo.com

Board Member Darryl Adams
E-mail: educ8us@aol.com

Board Member Chris Pflanzer
E-mail: chrispflanzer@gmail.com

Board Member Ana Valencia
E-mail: valencia_ana@nlmusd.org

Board Member Sean Reagan
E-mail: sreagan@nlmusd.org

Board Member Margarita Rios
E-mail: larivers5@aol.com

cerritos college trustees
Board Member Marisa Perez
Phone: (323) 359-6839
E-mail: mkperez@cerritos.edu

Board Member Carmen Avalos
Phone: (562) 773-3686
E-mail: cavalos@cerritos.edu

Board Member Dr. Sandra Salazar
Phone: (323) 632-9564
E-mail: ssalazar@cerritos.edu

Board Member Bob Arthur
Phone: (562) 863-2864
E-mail: barthur@cerritos.edu

Board Member John Paul Drayer
Phone: (562) 331-5028
E-mail: jpdrayer@cerritos.edu

Board Member Dr. Shin Liu
Phone: (562) 213-3107
E-mail: sliu@cerritos.edu

Board Member Zurich Lewis

Write to us
The Norwalk Patriot accepts and 
encourages letters to the editor. 
Letters must include a full name, 
address and telephone number, 
although only the author’s name 
and hometown will be published. 
Letters may be edited for length, 
style and/or content. 

Letters can be mailed to The 
Norwalk Patriot, 12040 Foster Rd., 
Norwalk 
CA 90650 or via e-mail at 
news@thedowneypatriot.com. 

CLASSIFIEDS
ServiceS

NICE-N-KLEAN
Residential & Commercial 

Cleaning.
Call for a Free Estimate.

(562) 419-6577

PLANS, PERMITS
CONSTRUCTION

Project Design,
New Construction, 

Remodeling & Additions
Lic. #936419

Call Jeff (562) 869-1421

Cerritos College is a special place where the lives of thousands of students have been 
changed since 1955. Many of our students are now successful local and national leaders and 
productive members of their own communities. The Board of Trustees greatly values all of 
the faculty and employees and believes the work they do for the students is remarkable.

It is the responsibility of the Board to ensure that it keeps the College strong. That means 
we must maintain strong financial resources to serve all of our students, employees and the 
community as the College has for the past 60 years.

The Cerritos College Board is open and willing to work with the Faculty Union to finalize 
a contract, and we believe we are on the way to doing so.  

The District appreciates all of the faculty’s efforts to inspire and teach our students, and 
has remained competitive with faculty wages to attract the best educators for our students. 
The District is willing to give a 10% raise to full-time faculty and 16% to part-time faculty 
over the next three years to continue to make faculty salaries highly competitive. 

The Union is requesting a 14% raise for full-time faculty and an 18% raise for part-time 
faculty. These requests are in addition to automatic yearly salary increases and an attractive 
health and wellness benefits package. To be clear, The District has also increased full-time 
faculty salaries by more than 10% since 2012.

The Board’s responsibility is to keep the College financially strong for our faculty and 
students. During the worst economic recession, the District did not have to furlough or 
lay off any employees because of our strong rainy day fund. If the District agrees to the 
Faculty Union’s salary requests, this could potentially result in cuts to critical student support 
programs, decreased course offerings, and potential employee furloughs and layoffs. Having 
a solid rainy day fund keeps the District strong and students in the classroom in the face of 
economic changes.

The Board is very proud to serve all of its students with innovative programs and job 
training opportunities. We are also happy with the progress we’ve made to make Cerritos 
College a great place to work for all employees. The Board will continue to make the hard 
decisions to protect tax-payer dollars and maintain a strong financial foundation to ensure 
student success.  
This op-ed was written by the Board of Trustees for Cerritos College.

Keeping Cerritos College 
stronger for students

Cerritos College is 60 years old this year. The old saying is that nothing is certain but 
change. This certainly applies to the college, the people it serves, and its constituencies, on 
and off campus.

Some of us watched it go from a bunch of bungalows to “junior college” to a “community 
college” to something else altogether.

Cerritos College is indeed, both in the best of times and the worst of times. Best in all the 
new buildings being built thanks to your general obligation bond dollars. Worst in that the 
human capital in those buildings is being treated as less while teaching your students.  

The college is coming closer to being entirely rebuilt. Soon, there will be more new 
buildings with state of the art teaching facilities than ever before. And those who teach and 
learn in them will reap the benefits of your investment.

We thank you.
So while Cerritos College facilities will be second to none, the faculty who work there find 

it odd and ironic that their work conditions are more 19th than 21st century. For instance:
•Cerritos College was the last in the state to have a faculty union. Even those of us who 

were non-union voted for a union in 2003. 
•That union still does not have a full contract after many administrators, presidents and 

boards that have come and gone. Someone above us has decided they do not want a full union 
contract. Administration gets to make the rules up as they go.

•Part-time faculty at Cerritos College make less per hour than any other faculty in the LA 
basin. And not by just a little: 30-50% less.

•And some full-time faculty have not had a real raise in 10, 12, 18, 20+ years.
•Working conditions that other colleges take for granted, like respect for educators, 

reasonable student–teacher ratios and wages to recruit and retain the best. Our students 
deserve the best.

Now paint those on a canvas of a college board that has stockpiled a reserve of $50 million.
Ever since the great 21st century recession in 2008, the college board of trustees has been 

stockpiling money. They got that money from not offering as many classes to students and 
paying the faculty less.  

California law requires colleges to have a 5 percent reserve. At Cerritos that is around $4-
$5 million. Cerritos College has $50 million in reserves and that is 42% of its annual budget. 
Is this something to be proud of?

Again, these are your tax dollars that are saved for what? More administrators? Higher 
administrative salaries? 

The reserve monies are supposed to be spent on students and faculty and the education 
process. Offer more classes for students. Pay professors what other colleges pay.

In 2016, Cerritos College is at a crossroads -- between a faculty of 900 and a board of 
seven. 

Will the seven board members rule that the people who inhabit the buildings they build 
-- your students and their professors -- are at least as important as the structures themselves?  
Or will they hold onto a way of life that is 13 years old and work against the interests of both 
students and professors? 

In November 2016 four members of the Cerritos College Board of Trustees are up for 
re-election.
This op-ed was written by the executive board of the Cerritos College Faculty Federation, the 
faculty union at Cerritos College.

At 60 years old, Cerritos College 
is at a crossroads

Reaction to sixth anniversary  
of Obamacare

rep. linda sanchez: Six years ago today the Affordable Care Act 
became law. I am proud to have played a role in shaping the law to 
ensure women aren’t charged higher premiums than men.

Today, 20 million previously uninsured Americans now have 
quality, affordable coverage. I will keep working to ensure that every 
American has access to affordable, quality health care.

rep. Mitch Mcconnell: It raided Medicare to finance more 
government spending; it led to canceled health plans for many who’d 
been told they’d be able to keep what they had and liked; and now it’s 
causing even more headaches at tax time. Fewer choices, higher costs, 
increased taxes, broken promises — and it’s still not working like the 
president said it would. Republicans think it’s better to give families 
and states the freedom to choose what’s right for them, rather than 
trying to impose costly mandates from Washington,

rep. lucille roybal-allard: I’m proud to have voted for the 
AffordableCareAct, which turns six years old today! Thanks to the 
ACA, 20 million people have gained health coverage, six million young 
adults have been able to stay on their parents’ health insurance plan 
until age 26, 137 million Americans with private insurance can access 
preventive care at no extra cost, and no one can be denied coverage 
because of a pre-existing condition. I’ll keep working to improve this 
historic and lifesaving legislation, and I hope colleagues from both 
sides of the aisle will join me in finding bipartisan solutions to make 
the ACA better and better.

sen. kelly ayotte: Kelly wants to replace Obamacare with true 
health care reform that harnesses the power of competition to bring 
down costs and expand access to quality care. That includes better 
facilitating the purchase of health insurance across state lines and 
enabling small businesses to form pools that enhance their purchasing 
power. Additionally, she believes health savings accounts should be 
expanded, individuals who purchase health insurance should have 
the same tax benefits that employers receive, and that states should be 
allowed to establish adequate high risk pools.

NoticeS
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

CASE NUMBER: VS028492
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner 
Grace & Steve Sau filed a petition with this 
court for a decree changing names as 
follows: 
Present name (1) CORA SAU to Proposed 
name (1) AVA SAU
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes described 
above must file a written objection that 
includes the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: May 18, 2016, Time: 1:30 pm, 
Department C
The address of the court is 12720 Norwalk 
Boulevard, Norwalk 90650 
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall 
be published at least once a week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the following 
newspaper of general circulation, printed in 
the county, NORWALK PATRIOT 
March 14, 2016
Margaret M. Bernal
Judge Of The Superior Court
Petitioner or Attorney, In Pro Per

Grace Sau & Steve Sau
18827 Stefani Ave.
Cerritos, CA  90703
 (310) 745-1880
gracek.sau@gmail.com

The Norwalk Patriot
3/18/16, 3/25/16, 4/1/16, 4/8/16
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ATTORNEY ■  ABOGADA

(562) 806-9400   (800) 811-8881
7847 E Florence Ave. Suite 111, Downey, CA 90240

■ Wills, Trusts, Probates
      (Testamentos, Fideicomisos, Demandas Sucesorias)

■ Divorce, Custody, Support
      (Divorcios, Convivencia, Pensión alimenticia)

Eva Juárez -Attorney
Malhotra & Malhotra

Your problems have solutions.
Hablo Español

Call for a FREE Consultation!

(Todos sus problemas tienen solución)

Authentic Fresh Made Mexican FoodAAAAAAuuuuuuttttttthhhhhhheeeeeennnnnttttttiiiiiiccccc FFFFFFrrrreeeeesssssshhhhhh MMMMMMMMMaaaaaddddddeeeee  MMMMMMMMeeeeeexxxxxxxiiiiiiccccccaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFoooooooooddddddAAAAAAAAAAA
Grill & Cantina

Tel. 562.622.9100
11010 Paramount Blvd.

Downey, CA 90241
Expires 5-8-16

(Not valid with any other o� er.)

Norwalk Patriot SpecialNorwalk Patriot Special

Monday - Thursday
$3.99Buy One Entree, 

Get the Second of 
Equal or Lesser Price for

MARIACHI
Friday & Saturday

7:30 pm - 12 pm
Sunday 4 pm - 9 pm

HAPPY HOUR
Mon. - Fri. 3 pm-8 pm
Sat. & Sun. 3 pm-8 pm 

         (Bar Only)

Breakfast & Lunch 
Bu� et

Now Available!

By Raul Samaniego
Contributor

NORWALK – Occam’s Razor 
suggests that when two items are 
in competition as the solution to an 
issue, the simplest one tends to be 
the correct answer.

So, what is the answer to 
Norwalk Councilman Marcel 
Rodarte’s sudden announcement 
that, yes, he will be departing the 
local scene to take on a bigger local 
scene, as the Executive Director 
of the California Contract Cities 
Association?

Is it that he is departing the 
people of Norwalk in pursuit of 
greener pastures (as in the color of 
money)?

Is it the right time to advance 
a career which according to 
Rodarte, “will not be making more 
money than his two positions 
(Councilmember and Homeland 
Security)?”

Maybe it is both.

Back when I was a “suit” I took a 
position here in the Norwalk area to 
be near family matters.

Sitting down with the five 
year councilmember before 
Tuesday’s Council Chamber official 
announcement, we spoke about 
accomplishments and goals for the 
40-something year-old official.

As usual, nothing was off the 
table or out of bounds. Darn it! I 
like this guy. 

We addressed the timing of 
his early departure, leaving an 
unfinished job and perceptions of 
the situation.

My questions were directed 
at a possible double dipping into 
pension or retirement plans.

Primarily, I got from the 
interview with Rodarte that the 
opportunity came about indirectly/
directly from Rodarte’s networking 
with a member of the California 
Contract Cities Association Board 
who had shared the board’s desire to 
find a new executive director.

Normally this would come 
through the potential process 
of hiring a recruiting firm, 
affectionately known as “Head 
Hunters.”

Ah, it’s not who you are, but who 
you know.

I hate legal terms. Like Quid 
pro quo. A better term might be, 
you scratch my back and I’ll scratch 
yours.

Regarding his conversation 
with the board member, Rodarte 
said, “Well, how about if I were to 
offer to resign my position on the 
Council, because I understand the 
conflicts and all that stuff, and save 
you some money on the executive 
search, would you consider me as 
your executive director?”

“I wasn’t sure how I would be 
perceived. Everybody loved the 
idea.”

“It was one of those things that 
just felt right. This is something 
that I could continue advocating on 
behalf of the city of Norwalk.”

“I wasn’t sure how I was going to 

COMMENTARY: A final 
interview with Marcel Rodarte

be received.”

Rodarte shared that he 
submitted his resignation to 
Homeland Security as of Tuesday 
and will be serving out the rest of 
his vacation time.

“This (his council duties) will be 
my full time focus,” he assured.

He was with the federal 
government “As a whole, about 23 
years.”

Those agencies were, “The 
Department of the Navy, the 
Department of the Air Force, the 
Department of Defense and then, 
Homeland Security.”

Thank you for your service Mr. 
Rodarte.

Regarding any retirement 
benefits that Rodarte may be 
entitled to, he shared, “As far as 
any retirement [benefits] I may be 
entitled to here, even though I’ve 
been in just over five years, I’m 
vested.”

“I spoke with Ernie (Hernandez, 
Deputy City Manager), I don’t meet 
the minimal age requirements 
because I’m not 50.”

“As far as medical benefits or 
anything like that, I will not take 
anything of that with me.”

“It will be essentially, I served 
my five years and I’m moving on to 
something else.”

Mr. Rodarte claims he’s not 
interested in any of those things 
for he “retired from the Air Force 
and has a deferred retirement from 
Homeland.”

The remainder of our 
conversation covered the same 
items as our previous interviews; 
Public Safety, Homelessness and the 
pursuit of the high speed rail project 
for Norwalk.

It was a good conversation. 

By the way, I had him write 
down the idea of bringing back the 
“Beach Bus” for the summer. I asked 
him to say “an anonymous source 
suggested it.”

I am not his biggest critic. The 
people of Norwalk will be and are.

After the council meeting, 
Norwalk resident Roberta Ruiz 
asked Rodarte a question, 

”Do you feel that your 
obligations [to Norwalk] were 
fulfilled?”

First, according to Rodarte, “It’s 
not like a promotion. The amount 
of money that I make a year and all 
that stuff is not really a factor. It’s 
about the same amount of money 
I make with this (city council) and 
my full time job.”

“The whole reason I got 
involved was not to take pictures up 
front, but it was to help Norwalk… 
to make this place better.”

“I’ve accomplished a ton of 
stuff in the time I’ve been here and 
I think this is an opportunity that I 
won’t have again.”

Before the scheduled council 
meeting on Tuesday, I spoke with 
fellow council member Leonard 
Shryock and asked him what he 
thought of Rodarte’s early departure.

“Well, I think his departure 
hurts our team, and opens up a lot 
of scenarios that maybe we haven’t 
thought about,” he responded.

“But I do wish him well and I 
hope he is very successful. I know 
that he will be.”

Mr. Rodarte, I mean Marcel, 
I may ask the weird questions, but 
everyone asks the same old, same 
old.

Please keep the open door, ear 
and mouth policies you had with 
me. I will see and keep my eyes and 
ears open also.

Good luck in your new 
endeavors.

Social workers charged in death of 8-year-old
LOS ANGELES – Los Angeles County District Attorney Jackie Lacey 

announced Thursday that four social workers were charged with child abuse 
and falsifying public records in the death of 8-year-old Gabriel Fernandez 
three years ago.

 “Social workers play a vital role in society. We entrust them to protect 
our children from harm,” Lacey said. “When their negligence is so great as to 
become criminal, young lives are put at risk.

 “By minimizing the significance of the physical, mental and emotional 
injuries that Gabriel suffered, these social workers allowed a vulnerable boy 
to remain at home and continue to be abused,” Lacey added.

 “We believe these social workers were criminally negligent and 
performed their legal duties with willful disregard for Gabriel’s well-being,” 
District Attorney Lacey said. “They should be held responsible for their 
actions.”

 A complaint for an arrest warrant filed on March 28 charges social 
workers Stefanie Rodriguez and Patricia Clement, and their respective 
supervisors, Kevin Bom and Gregory Merritt, each with one felony count of 
child abuse and one felony count of falsifying public records.

 The four were scheduled to be arraigned sometime after 8:30 a.m. 
Thursday at the Foltz Criminal Justice Center. Prosecutors will ask that bail 
be set at $155,000 for each defendant.

Rodriguez, Clement, Bom and Merritt worked for the Los Angeles 
County Department of Children and Family Services and had a legal duty to 
protect Gabriel from the time the DCFS case was opened on Oct. 31, 2012, 
until he was declared dead on May 24, 2013. He died from multiple injuries, 
including a fractured skull, broken ribs and burns over his body, prosecutors 
said.

Rodriguez and Clement are accused of falsifying reports that should 
have documented signs of Gabriel’s escalating physical abuse and the family’s 
lapsed participation in DCFS efforts to provide help to maintain the family.

Prosecutors allege that Bom and Merritt knew or should have known 
that they were approving false reports that conflicted with the evidence of 
Gabriel’s deteriorating physical well-being as contained in the child’s case file, 
allowing him to remain at home until his death.

 If convicted, each defendant faces up to 10 years in state prison.

Man charged with murder after body found in trunk
BALDWIN PARK – A 37-year-old man was charged Wednesday with 

fatally shooting a man whose body was found in a trunk.
Andy Yalau Chen of Baldwin Park has been charged with two felony 

counts of murder and cultivating marijuana.
The felony complaint included a special allegation that the defendant 

personally and intentionally discharged a handgun, which caused great 
bodily injury and death.

Chen is currently being held on $5 million bail.
Deputy District Attorney Theodore Swanson, who is assigned to the case, 

said on March 21 a Monterey Park resident called authorities to report a foul 
odor coming from a parked vehicle near her home.

 When police arrived at the location, they found an unlocked car, the 
prosecutor said. When the officer opened the trunk, they discovered the 
body of Chinese national Min Gu. The victim had been shot several times, 
the prosecutor added.

 Authorities began an investigation into the homicide and learned that 
the defendant had reportedly been one of the last people in contact with Gu 
while he was still alive, according to the prosecutor. 

 Law enforcement obtained a warrant to search Chen’s home and when 
they went to the location, it appeared it may have been the scene of the 
murder, the prosecutor added. Additionally, law enforcement discovered 
Chen was growing marijuana in the house.

 If convicted as charged, Chen faces a maximum possible sentence of 53 
years to life in state prison.

Arrest made in cold case murder of elderly man
LOS ANGELES – A man has been charged with capital murder for killing 

an 80-year-old man who was brutally attacked during a home invasion and 
was gravely injured until his death five years later.

Harry Leon Neely was arrested March 9 in Memphis, Tenn.
Neely was charged with one count each of murder and first-degree 

burglary, person present. Prosecutors also filed a special circumstance 
allegation that the murder was carried out during the commission of a 
robbery.

On Aug. 13, 2005, Harvey Sumpter was found bound and gagged in his 
South Los Angeles home and appeared to be the victim of a home invasion 
robbery, prosecutors said.

Sumpter was badly injured and was in a vegetative state until he died 
on Feb. 19, 2010. He died from blunt force trauma to his head, prosecutors 
added.

Prosecutors will determine at a later date whether to seek the death 
penalty. 

Man pleads not guilty to prank 911 calls
TORRANCE – One of two men charged with making a number of fake 

911 calls over a seven-month period entered a not guilty plea Monday.
Deputy District Attorney Alexander Bott said Michael Randy Sumolang 

of Torrance pleaded not guilty to one felony count of conspiracy to commit 
the crime of false report of an emergency.

Co-defendant Corey Ennis Jackson of Gardena, pleaded not guilty to the 
same charge on March 14. Both men are scheduled to return to court on May 
3 to set a date for a preliminary hearing.

According to prosecutors, between July 1, 2015, and Feb. 21, Jackson and 
Sumolang called 911 on at least nine occasions to report fictitious crimes 
ranging from a domestic violence murder to the shooting of two people in 
Gardena.

 In a 911 call from Feb. 21, Sumolang claimed to be suicidal with a gun in 
his mouth and threatened to crash into a California Highway Patrol vehicle.

 If convicted as charged, the defendants each face a possible maximum 
sentence of three years in state prison to be served in county jail.
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