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THINGS TO DO

TweeT Of THe week
@javaroni: kids, I support 
homeschooling for ALL of you! 
Traffic is amazing! #springbreak 
#traffic

Follow us!
@DowneyPatriot

Vietnam Veterans Day
Sunday - Whittier Adult School,  

11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Music, car show, food vendors, face 
painting, and more fun. Free.

By Eric Pierce
Editor

Marcel Rodarte expected to resign 
from Norwalk City Council

NORWALK – Norwalk 
councilman Marcel Rodarte is 
expected to resign his City Council 
seat to accept a job as executive 
director of California Contract Cities 
Association. 

The association’s executive board 
is poised to ratify Rodarte’s contract 
on April 6. Assuming the contract is 

approved, Rodarte’s final day on the 
City Council would be June 30. 

Founded in 1957, the association 
advocates on behalf of member cities 
on state and federal levels. Rodarte 
said resigning his City Council seat 
was necessary to avoid conflicts of 
interest. 

“It was not an easy decision to 
make, but in this new role I’ll have 
an opportunity to have an impact 
on 69 other cities, not just Norwalk,” 

said Rodarte, 43. “I’m nervous and 
excited at the same time. But it feels 
right.” 

Rodarte currently works as a 
mission support supervisor for U.S. 
Homeland Security. According to 
Rodarte, going back to school to earn 
a Master’s degree in Leadership from 
USC helped him realize a career in 
government wasn’t for him. 

Discussions with the CCCA 
began in February, Rodarte said, 
and picked up steam in March. 
Rodarte will technically be a contract 
worker for the association and is 
in the process of forming his own 
corporation.  

The association is based out of 
Downey, but Rodarte said he would 
likely relocate the office to Norwalk.

Meanwhile, Rodarte’s departure 
leaves a coveted opening on the 
5-member City Council. Council 
members will need to decide 
between holding a special election or 
appointing a council member to fill 
the vacant seat until Norwalk’s next 
regularly scheduled election March 

7, 2017.
If the council chooses to appoint 

a council member – which is likely 
due to the high costs of a special 
election – Rodarte said he expects to 
recommend a successor. 

“I want someone with ideas,” he 
said. “They don’t necessarily have 
to be young, but someone under 30 
who may not have the life experience 
still has ideas. I also want someone 
who is willing to work with the city 
council.”

In the meantime, Rodarte said 
he plans to stay in Norwalk and will 
continue to work on behalf of his 
hometown, even if it is from a new 
position. 

“I’m not going anywhere,” he 
said. “I didn’t join the City Council 
for the photo-ops or ribbon-cuttings. 
I wanted to bring new ideas and 
work on behalf of my city. 

“I’ll be able to do that even more 
now...It’s a life changer.”

At Lampton Elementary, ‘Read Across 
America’ becoming tradition

NORWALK – It’s a family affair 
every year at Lampton Elementary 
School’s Read Across America Day, 
where guest readers celebrate the 
birthday of Dr. Seuss while sharing 
the gift of literacy with Lampton’s 
700 students. It’s a lively atmosphere 
decorated with red balloons with 
white polka dots and a ten-foot-
tall photo cartoon cut-out of iconic 
characters Thing One and Thing 
Two.

Among the readers who 
volunteered their time on Thursday, 
March 3 were former Norwalk-

La Mirada Unified School District 
assistant superintendent Chris 
Forehan, whose son Joseph is a 
teacher at Lampton; NLMUSD 
math coach Shannon Cruz and her 
daughter Kelby McClellan, a former 
John Glenn High grad who dressed 
as Merida from Disney’s “Brave”; and 
retired Lampton teacher Mary Jane 
Fujimora, the school’s original Read 
Across America Day coordinator, 
who revealed one of the secrets to the 
success of the annual event.

“I am of Japanese-Hawaiian 
descent, and in my culture it is 

important to have food,” said 
Fujimora, who catered the first Read 
Across America Day at Lampton in 
2000 herself. “We want our readers 
to be nourished and happy! I am so 
proud of how this wonderful day has 
evolved over the years.”

Lampton’s Dr. Seuss celebration 
is divided into two sessions. In the 
morning, close to 50 readers from 
the community sit in on K-5 classes 
for 30 minutes of story time. In the 
afternoon, nearly 200 parents arrive 
for a “Book-nic” on the Lampton 
lawn. For Lampton students, this 
may be the most anticipated day of 
the year.

“The students love it. They love 
Dr. Seuss and all of the decorations 
and the way the teachers dress up 
in red and white. Most of all they 
love being read to,” NLMUSD 
Superintendent Dr. Hasmik 
Danielian said. “Reading books is 
the ideal gateway to knowledge and 
imagination, and instilling a love of 
reading is one of the best things we 
can do for our children.”

Two Lampton students who 
have realized the benefits of literacy 
are fifth-graders Melody Castro 
and Isaiah Mercado, who are both 
enthusiastic readers with authors 
they cherish: Gary Paulson for 
Castro and Syd Hoff for Mercado.

“What I like about reading is 

that I can learn so many things and 
develop a strong vocabulary,” Castro 
said. “I recently read a book that 
explored the ocean depths. I was 
fascinated by it. It made me want to 
learn more.”

Lampton principal Cindy 
Rayburn credits Fujimora and 
current Read Across America Day 
coordinators, third-grade teacher 
Rosemary Segal and fifth-grade 
teacher Elisa Erickson, for cultivating 
an enduring event that resonates 
with so many in the community.

“They contact all of the readers 
and reach out to the parents, and 
make sure we have plenty of good 
food,” Rayburn said. “This year we 
had a red-and-white striped “hat” 
layer cake and green-eggs-and-ham-
themed pretzel snacks.”

Lampton is just one of several 
NLMUSD elementary schools that 
celebrate Read Across America 
Day. On Tuesday, March 2, Glazier 
Elementary students watched a 
special screening of “The Lorax,” 
and Moffitt Elementary held “Wacky 
Wednesday” when students dressed 
as their favorite Dr. Seuss characters. 
On Friday, March 4, Dulles 
Elementary had “Cat in the Hat Day” 
and New River Elementary had a 
Read Across America picnic.

Norwalk-La Mirada Unified School District math coach Shannon Cruz poses with her 
daughter Kelby McClellan, a former John Glenn High graduate, before they read to 
Lampton Elementary School students.

kiwanis One Day
Saturday - California Hospital Medical 

Center, 6 a.m. to noon

Kiwanis’ signature service event, 
featuring a 5K, pancake breakfast, 

festival, and more.

Princess for a Day
Saturday - Downey Adult School,  

9:30 a.m.

Girls ages 5-10 can learn what it’s like 
to be a princess. $35 with proceeds 

benefiting Downey Rose Float.

Cosmic Palooza
Friday - Columbia Memorial Space 

Center, 6:30 p.m.

Live concert featuring science-themed 
bands. Free admission

Long Beachland
Saturday - Art Theatre Long Beach, 

11 a.m.

Humorist Charles Phoenix gives a  
live comedy slideshow history  

of Long Beach. $29

Beer Run
Saturday - L.A. Memorial Coliseum, 

12 p.m.

A 1-mile fun run, with stops every 
quarter mile to drink beer. $35

Car show Saturday 
at library

NORWALK – Norwalk LIbrary 
will host a car show this Saturday, 
April 2, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

SoCal Canyon Runners Car Club 
members will be showcasing import 
and domestic cars in the library 
parking lot. 

The Cerritos College Automotive 
Technology Department also will be 
in attendance. 

Adult color club  
meets Thursdays

NORWALK – Norwalk Library’s 
adult coloring club, Color Us Happy, 
meets every Thursday at 1 p.m. 

Supplies are available, but 
participants can also bring their own. 
The program is free.

Job fair April 7  
at Cerritos College

NORWALK – As employment 
numbers within Los Angeles County 
increased with an additional 45,800 
jobs from January 2016 to February 
2016, job seekers will have an 
opportunity to explore greater career 
options and speak with more than 40 
employers at Cerritos College’s semi-
annual Job Fair.

The public job fair will be held 
at the college on Thursday, April 7, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Library/
Falcon Square sidewalk.

Attendees can apply for job 
positions on site, and network with 
employers from several industries, 
including healthcare, sales, retail, 
and government/public sectors.

Job seekers should dress in 
business attire and bring copies of 
their resumes.

The college is also offering a 
resume workshop April 4 from 2-3 
p.m. in BE 108, and a “working the 
job fair” workshop April 5 from 11 
a.m. to noon in BE 105. 

Workshops are open to all.

Home, business 
beautification contest 
now open

NORWALK – Today marks the 
start of Norwalk’s annual Home and 
Business Beautification Contest. 

The contest is open to all single- 
and mutiple-family residences and 
businesses in Norwalk. 

Application deadline is May 31 
with judging beginning in early June. 
Applications are available online at 
norwalk.org. 

Properties will be judged in 
four categories: Home Beautiful, 
Multi-Family Dwelling, Home 
Improvement (entrant must provide 
before and after photos), and 
Business Appeal. 

Entrants may only enter in 
one category. Winners receive 
recognition at a City Council 
meeting, signage commemorating 
their win, and a gift card to a local 
home improvement store. 

Call (562) 929-5735 for more 
information. 

Tickets on sale 
for springtime dance  
at senior center

NORWALK – Norwalk residents 
ages 50 and older are invited to a 
springtime dance at the Norwalk 
Senior Center on April 20 from 2-4 
p.m. 

Jerry Benton, “The One Man 
Band,” is scheduled to perform. 

Tickets are $3, which includes 
admission, live entertaninment, 
entry in an opportunity drawing, and 
an ice cream sundae. 

The Norwalk Bistro will be 
available for snacks and refreshments. 

Doors open at 1:45 p.m. Tickets 
must be purchased in advance and 
will not be sold at the door. 

For more information, call (562) 
929-5580.

As a child in Atlanta in the 1920’s and 
30’s, Kay Halsey enjoyed going to the 
fabled Fox Theatre on weekends to see 
shows that included singing, dancing 
and an orchestra before the newsreels 
and main film were presented.  Shared 
Stories is a weekly column featuring 
articles by participants in a writing 
class at the Norwalk Senior Center.  
Bonnie Mansell is the instructor for 
this free class offered through the 
Cerritos College Adult Education 
Program.  Curated by Carol Kearns

By Kay Halsey

Walking home from elementary 
school along Piedmont Avenue 
in Atlanta, Georgia, I had no idea 
that I passed the apartment where 
Margaret Mitchell was writing the 
novel “Gone With The Wind.” That 
was in the 1920’s.  The novel was later 
made into a movie which premiered 
in Atlanta and became the most 
watched movie in cinematic history.  

As a child I wasn’t thinking 

Shared Stories: The Fox Theatre
about the Great Depression - 900 
banks failing, one out of four men 
not working, Hitler killing all of 
the Jews, some of whom escaped to 
America. Hitler was taking over all 
of the European countries.

In Atlanta, I looked forward 
to going to the Fox Theater on 
Saturdays. It cost 10¢. The building 
was originally planned by the 
Shriners. The Shriners had wanted 
to build an auditorium for their 
gatherings that was grand like the 
Alhambra Temple in Spain or the 
Karmak Temple in Egypt.

The Shriners building was 
gorgeous. The gold domes topped a 
huge building, and they bought an 
organ with 3,262 pipes costing $3 
million, the largest in the world. But 
the Shriners couldn’t pay for it.

The film industry needed a 
place to show their movies which 
were just developing and used 

the Shriners’ palace. The Shriners’ 
building became part of the Fox 
Theatres chain in 1929.  “Gone With 
The Wind” did not premiere at this 
fabulous Fox Theatre because of a 
deal involving a rival movie studio.  
Instead, the movie premiered at 
Loew’s Theatre in Atlanta.

As you entered the Fox Theatre 
on marble floors, you saw posters 
promoting the coming attractions. 
A smartly dressed usher took 
tickets. Stepping inside you saw 
plush red carpets and stairs on both 
ends of the lobby. Taking a seat, one 
looked up to see stars in the sky, 
heavy velvet red curtains on the 
stage, and elaborate decorations on 
the walls.

A huge organ was raised up 
from the well of the orchestra pit. 
A screen came down and words to 
popular songs bounced as the great 
organ played the accompaniment 
for patrons to sing along.

When the organ went down, the 
curtain opened to a stage show of 
slapstick comedians, dancing dogs, 
or chorus girls dancing. Then the 
orchestra came up from the pit and 
played beautiful classical music.

Next a screen was opened for a 
newsreel, followed by a cowboy and 
Indian movie which was terminated 
at an exciting time to encourage you 
to come back for another show next 
week.

The major film, a mystery or 
drama, was the main event. Marie 
Drusler and Wallace Berry were 
filmed on Front Street, Norwalk, for 
one of the films. 

When all was over we walked 
back into the light or sundown. It 
was all over. Would I come next 
week? Yes! How could I miss it?!

SHARed StORieS: 
tHe tieS tHAt BiNd
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NORWALK – I have a friend. 
I am not counting the “Heaven 
Eleven” who are my core fans and 
readers. I have an actual friend. Keep 
in mind I follow an eastern (I think) 
philosophy, “You are my friend, until 
you are my enemy.”

It may go back to dad who used 
to say, “I didn’t ask if you had money. 
I asked if you were hungry.”

I would love to see that on his 
epitaph on an imaginary memorial 
for him in addition to his military 
marker at Little Lake Cemetery.

My friend Peter Darnell (Not his 
real name by request) is homeless. 
His address might be “Behind 
the dumpster by Taco Bell at Five 
Points” or “behind the art wall at the 
Norwalk Library.”

Either way, he is a resident of 
Norwalk surviving on a new $10 an 
hour job driving a utility truck for an 
electric device company.

Peter says he is looking for a 
room to rent. He is into his new job 
now about two and a half weeks and 
he says that, “Trabajo es trabajo” 
(work is work).

There may come a time when 

COLUMN: When a friend found cash, a moral dilemma ensued
By Raul Samaniego
Contributor

By Chrisitan Brown
Staff Writer

Rancho Los Amigos partners with USC on stem cell research
DOWNEY – A groundbreaking 

stem cell treatment for patients 
with spinal cord injuries is coming 
to Rancho Los Amigos National 
Rehabilitation Center in Downey 
this year as recent medical trials 
indicate such therapy can restore key 
motor function. 

In partnership with the 
University of Southern California, 
Rancho Los Amigos is actively 
recruiting traumatic spinal cord 
injury patients to participate in a 
multi-million dollar clinical study, 
which will further test the efficacy of 

transplanting stem cells directly into 
the spinal cord.

“The whole premise of the trail 
focuses on whether we are satisfied 
with where we are, working with 
spinal cord patients,” said Dr. Charles 
Liu, associate chief medical officer 
and chair of neurosurgery and spine 
at Rancho Los Amigos. “There are 
new strategies being explored for 
rehabilitation that give therapists a 
better place to start with patients.”

While traditional occupational 
therapy will continue to play a 
large role in restoring strength and 
function to patients, Liu said the 
newest concept gaining momentum 
is neuro-restoration, which utilizes 

regenerative treatments like stem cell 
transplantation. 

“The evidence in smaller studies 
supports that it works and in certain 
levels of injury it can bring people 
back to the level of independence,” 
he said.

According to StemCells, Inc., 
who is sponsoring the nationwide 
trial study at 13 hospitals around the 
U.S., stem cell treatments are already 
transforming lives.

“We started Phase 2 of the trial in 
December 2014 with six patients and 
we were encouraged looking at the 
results,” said Dr. Stephen Huhn, chief 
medical director and vice president 

of clinical research at StemCells, Inc. 
“For the first time ever we’re seeing 
signs of motor movement -- it’s been 
a long time coming.”

Liu agrees that it’s taken years 
for a trial like this to happen, but he 
maintains that initial studies had to 
first prove the transplants were safe.

“Now that it is broadly 
considered safe, studies like this 
need to be done,” he said. “And the 
fact that we were chosen to do it 
speaks to the partnerships we have at 
Rancho with key institutions and the 

I lie on a job application and say I 
have 100% good eyesight or that yes, 
I can feel the gas and brake pedals. 
For the time being, I am still keeping 
to the plan to eventually be declared 
rehabilitated and able to work a 
“Regular” job.

That may be hard, for my most 
recent Primary Doctor must have 
taken the money and ran to another 
post for he left on Friday and I am 
currently between Doctors, again.

That isn’t necessarily a bad 
thing. I did like my last Doctor 
and even though he outlasted the 
norm of a new Primary by six 
months, I am now free to select a 
new medical group or stay with the 
Doctor roulette which is my  current 
medical provider. Stay tuned.

Back to Peter. I invited him over 
for dinner and a couch to sleep for 
the night. Of course he accepted. 
We chatted for a couple hours and 
I noticed he was nodding off, so I 
excused myself and let him get in a 
solid eight.

Sunday morning over a hot cup 
of Joe, he opened up about what he 
called his “Recent good fortune.”

I grabbed another hot cup and 
dug in for the story.

“I was at that COSTCO on 
Telegraph last week. I had stopped 
for a sundae,” he started.

Why heck, I used to do that. 
Those were some darned good 
sundaes.

Continuing, he said that after 
he got his sundae, he was returning 
to his truck when he exclaimed, 
“I looked down and saw a wad of 
money.”

Hmm, I’ve bent down before to 
pick up what I thought was a folded 
twenty only to discover it was a 
marketing tool used to save my soul 
(Yes, that means I’ve fallen for it 
more than once).

Jokingly asking him if that is 
what it was, he replied, “No, It was a 
wad of cash, you know, ones and all.”

So I asked, “What, we talking 
five or six bucks?”

His reply was a figure over $400.

Whoa, I asked him what he did 
with it?

“I put in right in my bank 
account,” was his reply.

“You, my friend have a moral 
dilemma,” I said in my best professor 
of Philosophy voice.

“How so”, was his reply 

Telling him “to hold on, I want 
to record this blank!” as I ran to my 
bedroom to get my recorder.

I turned it on and we picked up 
the conversation.

“Tell me, did you ever think 
about turning it in?”

“Finders keepers, looser 
weepers; It was my lucky day!”

“I am a homeless man trying to 
get off the streets. I kept that money 
because I can use it towards getting a 
room that I’m looking for now,” was 
his explanation.

KNOTT”S BERRY FARM, 
 SUMMER 2011

Having a resemblance of an 
“Ordinary” life back a few years ago, 
my girlfriend and I were visiting 
the old western area of the “Farm” 
enjoying the Can-can dancers in a 
well weathered bar.

After the show, she touched my 
arm and pointed down. Just below 
us was a shiny object.

Upon reaching down and 
retrieving it, we were impressed 
that it was a gold bracelet. A better 
description was that it was a gold, 
diamond laced tennis bracelet.

She seemed excited and put 
it immediately in her purse. Now, 
being that she was a foreigner and 
not used to our American customs 
(Learned from the Boy Scouts), I 
told her the right thing to do was 
turn it in and if nobody claimed it, it 
would be ours in 30 days.

We walked to lost and found and 
did just that.

Thirty days later, I called and 
inquired about the bracelet and sure 
enough, I was told that it was no 
longer in the lost and found and that 
someone had claimed it.

End of story? Not quite.

The next day, I decided to take 
the old Metro number 460 to Knott’s 
just to enjoy a day at the park and 
check again on the bracelet.

After a few minutes waiting, 
the attendant said something like, 
“That’s strange, the bracelet is gone, 
but there is no signature for it.”

Well, after a bit of in-depth 
investigation, it was located in the 
“Safety” of some manager’s desk 
drawer. It was turned over to me and 
I signed for it.

Well, the bracelet made it to 
Mexico and two GE’s (Girlfriend 
equivalents) later; I have never seen 

it again. 

We did the right thing though, 
right?

TODAY

Peter did share that he felt, 
“Guilty” about it but he didn’t believe 
that if he turned it in, it would get to 
the right person.

He didn’t trust the employees to 
really go through with it. So, he kept 
the money.

So, what to do, what to do? He 
kept the money and supposedly he 
has the foundation for a potential 
new room to rent.

The good thing is that he did put 
it into his bank account and did not 
spend it as of our conversation.

Me, I don’t know what I would 
have done. It wasn’t a gold bracelet 
or a fake twenty dollar bill. I didn’t 
judge him, but I suppose It would 
have been a good problem to have.

What would you have done in 
both cases?

reputation we have as one of the best 
rehabilitation centers in the country.”

Ranchos Los Amigos is one of 
only two sites in California selected 
for the stem cell trial. The other is 
the Stanford University-affiliated 
VA Palo Alto Health Care System 
facilities in Northern California. 

Nationwide, roughly 50-56 
patients, who already have gone 
through physical rehabilitation, 
will join the study that will stop 
recruiting at the end of this year. 
After transplantation of the stem 

cells, researchers will monitor the 
patients for mobility improvements. 

StemCells Inc. expects the 
medical findings of the study to 
publish as early as late 2017.

“This is very timely -- a lot 
of patients need our help,” said 
Liu, who referenced the hospital’s 
$418 million plans to expand and 
modernize its medical facilities. 
“With transformative studies like 
this, we give patients hope and it’s 
wonderful.”

Alondra Library revives classics book club
NORWALK – Have you ever said to yourself that when you had the time, 

you were going to read the world’s best literature? The books we call “the 
classics”? The staff over at Alondra Library have thought the same thing and 
have committed to start introducing (or re-introducing) you to some of the 
most beloved books ever written.

Why should adults read and discuss the classics? For starters, they’re 
a great way to understand history and culture.  Plus, you’ll be reading 
something of value, and you might understand more literary references that 
currently go over your head. And, not to be forgotten, you can later reward 
yourself with the film version of the book! 

But seriously, they’re called classics usually with good reason. Book 
club participants are also encouraged, but not required, to do further 
reading about the novel or author before the book club meets. And, culture-
appropriate cookies will be served. 

The first classics book club will take place at Alondra Library, 11949 
Alondra Blvd., Norwalk, on Tuesday, April 26, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. The 
classic to read is “The Good Earth” by Pearl S. Buck, written in 1931.  It is 
also available as a free downloadable ebook or audiobook at colapublib.org.  

Call Alondra Library at (562) 868-7771 for more information.

Norwalk Library hosting 
semi-annual sale

NORWALK – The Friends of the 
Norwalk Libraries will be having 
their semi-annual Bag-of-Books Sale 
on Saturday, April 9 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Norwalk Library. 

 Members of the Friends can 
shop early from 8-9 a.m. (apply at 
the door - $10 for individuals, $5 
seniors). 

Thousands of books, as well as 
movies and music, will be available 
at $5 for as many items as you can fit 
into the supplied paper grocery bag. 
Cash and credit cards accepted. For 
more information call 562-868-0775.

Giant networking event 
at DoubleTree

NORWALK – Kaleidoscope 2016, 
a networking event involving six 
local chambers of commerce, will be 
hosted by the DoubleTree Hotel in 
Norwalk on May 4 from 4-7 p.m. 

The event will help raise funds 
for CAPC Inc., which serves adults 
with developmental disabilities and 
assists them to live independently. 

Admission is free. The event will 
include silent auction tables; food 
from the DoubleTree, Herach & Ara, 
Café N Stuff, El Tepeyac, Clearman’s 
North Woods Inn, and other local 
restaurants; raffles; and networking 
opportunities. 

Participating chambers include 
Norwalk, La Habra, North Orange 
County, Pico Rivera, Santa Fe Springs 
and Whittier. 

Fundraiser at Golf N’ 
Stuff

NORWALK – Southern California 
Resource Services for Independent 
Living will hold its first fundraiser 
of 2016 on Saturday, April 23, from 
4-10 p.m. at Golf N Stuff. 

Anyone who presents an event 
flier will have 25% of their purchase 
donated to SCRS-IL. 

An event flier is posted on a 
Facebook event page, or go to scrs-
ilc.org. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SATURDAY, APRIL 2

11 a.m. - 1 p.m. - Car show - Norwalk Library

•
MONDAYS

1st, 6:00 p.m. - Public Safety meetings - Council Chambers

TUESDAYS
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. - Farmers Market - Excelsior High School

1st & 3rd 6:00 p.m. - Toastmasters Meetings - Registrar Recorder/County Clerks Office
2nd & 4th, - Toastmasters Meetings - Norwalk Library
1st & 3rd, 6:00 p.m. - City Council - Council Chambers
3rd, 5:45 p.m. - Housing Authority - Council Chambers

WEDNESDAYS
10:30 a.m. - Woman’s Club - Masonic Lodge

12:00 p.m. - Rotary - Doubletree Hotel
1st, 12:30 p.m. - Soroptimist International - Soroptimist Village

1st & 3rd, 7:00 p.m. - Lions Club - Bruce’s Restaurant
2nd & 4th, 1:30 p.m. - Alondra Senior Citizens - Social Services Center

2nd & 4th, 7:30 p.m. - Planning Commission - Council Chambers
4th, 11:30 a.m. - Coordinating Council - Arts & Sports Complex

THURSDAYS
1:00 p.m. - Adult color club “Color Us Happy” - Norwalk Library

7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts Troop 924 - Norwalk United Methodist Church
2nd, 7:30 p.m. - Golden Trowel -Norwalk Masonic Lodge

3rd, 8:00 p.m. - American Legion Post No. 359 - 11986 Front St.

SATURDAYS
2nd, 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. - Pancake Breakfast - First Christian Church of Norwalk

Have an event you want listed? E-mail news@thedowneypatriot.com

SPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY

You can contact puzzle editor Stan-
ley Newman at his e-mail address: 
StanXwords@aol.com. Or write him 
at P.O. Box 69, Massapequa Park, NY 
11762, Please send a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope if you’d like a reply.

On This Day...
April 1, 1853:  Cincinnati, Ohio, became the first U.S. city to pay its firefighters a regular salary.

1970: President Richard Nixon signed a measure banning cigarette advertising on radio and TV.

1976: Apple Computer was founded by Steve Jobs, Steve Wozniak and Ronald Wayne.

1984: Singer Marvin Gaye, 44, was shot to death by his father.

Birthdays: Singer Susan Boyle (55), basketball coach Mark Jackson (51), rapper Method Man (46), TV show host 
Rachel Maddow (43), MMA figher Vitor Belfort (39), wrestler Randy Orton (36) and rapper Kid Ink (30).
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CLASSIFIEDS
For Sale

NORWALK 4 BD, 2 BA
Double Gar, Remodeled 2012, 
can be VA or FHA, same ten-
ant for 15 yrs. Owner lived 
across street for 27 yrs on 

horse property. 
 No Agents, $435,000

(562) 862-5349
(562) 774-7566

ServiceS

PLANS, PERMITS
CONSTRUCTION

Project Design,
New Construction, 

Remodeling & Additions
Lic. #936419

Call Jeff (562) 869-1421

ATTORNEY ■  ABOGADA

(562) 806-9400   (800) 811-8881
7847 E Florence Ave. Suite 111, Downey, CA 90240

■ Wills, Trusts, Probates
      (Testamentos, Fideicomisos, Demandas Sucesorias)

■ Divorce, Custody, Support
      (Divorcios, Convivencia, Pensión alimenticia)

Eva Juárez -Attorney
Malhotra & Malhotra

Your problems have solutions.
Hablo Español

Call for a FREE Consultation!

(Todos sus problemas tienen solución)

20% o�  
Any Purchase 

Eclectic Boutique with
Sterling Silver Jewelry, clothing, 

wood carvings, cultural arts,
incense & oils

7391 Stewart & Gray Rd. Downey, CA 90241     562.927.3934

Authentic Fresh Made Mexican FoodAAAAAAuuuuuuttttttthhhhhhheeeeeennnnnttttttiiiiiiccccc FFFFFFrrrreeeeesssssshhhhhh MMMMMMMMMaaaaaddddddeeeee  MMMMMMMMeeeeeexxxxxxxiiiiiiccccccaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFoooooooooddddddAAAAAAAAAAA
Grill & Cantina

Tel. 562.622.9100
11010 Paramount Blvd.

Downey, CA 90241
Expires 5-1-16

(Not valid with any other o� er.)

Norwalk Patriot SpecialNorwalk Patriot Special

Monday - Thursday
$3.99Buy One Entree, 

Get the Second of 
Equal or Lesser Price for

MARIACHI
Friday & Saturday

7:30 pm - 12 pm
Sunday 4 pm - 9 pm

HAPPY HOUR
Mon. - Fri. 3 pm-8 pm
Sat. & Sun. 3 pm-8 pm 

         (Bar Only)

Breakfast & Lunch 
Bu� et

Now Available!

NoticeS
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

CASE NUMBER: VS028492
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner 
Grace & Steve Sau filed a petition with this 
court for a decree changing names as 
follows: 
Present name (1) CORA SAU to Proposed 
name (1) AVA SAU
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes described 
above must file a written objection that 
includes the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: May 18, 2016, Time: 1:30 pm, 
Department C
The address of the court is 12720 Norwalk 
Boulevard, Norwalk 90650 
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall 
be published at least once a week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the following 
newspaper of general circulation, printed in 
the county, NORWALK PATRIOT 
March 14, 2016
Margaret M. Bernal
Judge Of The Superior Court
Petitioner or Attorney, In Pro Per
Grace Sau & Steve Sau
18827 Stefani Ave.
Cerritos, CA  90703
 (310) 745-1880
gracek.sau@gmail.com

The Norwalk Patriot
3/18/16, 3/25/16, 4/1/16, 4/8/16

LEGALS

How I went from journalist to Realtor
By Eric Pierce
Editor

DOWNEY – It was September 
2014 when I walked into the 
office of Steve Roberson, broker 
and owner of Century 21 My 
Real Estate, a midsize realty 
company on Florence Avenue. 
I had requested the meeting 
because I was 32 years old and at 
somewhat of a crossroads in my 
life. Steve, a fellow member of 
Kiwanis, was a person I trusted 
and respected.

I loved my job as editor of the 
Norwalk and Downey Patriot 
newspapers (still do). But I had 
a nagging itch to try something 
different. After all, I was young, 
healthy and without children – 
what better time to take a chance 
on a second career?

I enlisted in Steve’s training 
school the following month, 
and in February 2015 I qualified 
for the state exam (nailed it). It 
took a couple of months for the 
State of California to process 
my application and background 
check, and my license was 
officially issued in May.

I was off and running. The 
next step was to buy business 
cards, create marketing materials 
(not an easy task for someone 
who doesn’t like to smile in 
photographs), and start getting 
my name “out there.” I created a 

Facebook page, started hosting 
open houses almost every 
weekend, passed out door-
hangers in my neighborhood, 
and started calling everyone 
I knew, announcing my new 
(second) career.

My goal was to get people to 
view me not only as “the Downey 
Patriot guy,” but also as “that real 
estate guy.”

I’ve learned there are 
similarities to journalism and 
real estate. In both professions 
people reveal to me personal and 
intimate details about their lives. 
And in both jobs I deal with 
people who are often looking for 
guidance and support. 

The hardest part has been 
explaining to family and friends 
my new second career.

 “Oh, are you still working at 
the Downey Patriot?” they ask. 
(Yes.)

 “Sell one or two houses a 
year and you’re set!” they say. 
(Not exactly.)

 “Are you related to Carol 
Pearce?” (I wish.)

There’s a perception that real 
estate work is easy work, which 
is bunk because successful real 
estate agents are some of the 
hardest-working people of any 
industry. One of my mentors, 
George Gordon, likes to say that 

real estate is the lowest-paying 
easy work and highest-paying 
hard work you can find. 

Anyone who’s purchased 
property knows there’s a 
mountain of paperwork attached 
to each transaction, and my job, 
in essence, is to understand that 
paperwork and translate it to 
clients in easy-to-understand 
terminology. (It’s not dissimilar 
to covering City Council 
meetings, come to think of it.)

There’s also the emotional 
aspect to real estate. Most of my 
clients so far have been first-time 
homebuyers, and many times 
they are families, with kids, 
who are tired of renting and are 
looking for a place to settle down 
long-term. There are also home 
sales due to divorce, death, and 
other unfortunate life events.

No, real estate is not an easy 
industry. 

My other challenge has been 
more personal. Like many young, 
idealistic journalists, I grew 
up with dreams of becoming 
the next Jim Murray. I wanted 
to travel with the Lakers, have 
an assigned seat in the Dodger 
Stadium press box, and maybe 
take home a Pulitzer Prize for my 
trouble. I longed for my stories to 
be published in the L.A. Times. 
(Steve Harvey ran one of my 
photos in his “Only in L.A.” 
column, which is the closest I 
ever got.)

Going into real estate felt like 
I was throwing in the towel on 
those dreams.

Thankfully I have an 
understanding newspaper boss 
in Jennifer DeKay, who not 
only allows her staff to grow 
professionally, but encourages it. 
She’s allowed me to grow my real 
estate business while continuing 
to serve as editor of the Patriot. 

Who knows, maybe some 
day one of my stories may still 
get published in the L.A. Times. 
But instead of sports, it may be in 
the “Hot Properties” section. 

On March 23, the Norwalk SkillsUSA 
Chapter hosted its NHS 2016 Autism 
Awareness Event. The activities took place 
in our school’s Automotive classroom. 
We incorporated technology, and a lot of 
creativity into the festivities. 

Students from our: Automotive, Culinary, 
Special Ed, ASB, and Link Crew programs 
joined forces to execute it all. Overall, it 
was highly engaging, and our students 
were able to connect with others, who 
they typically might not be exposed to. 

Additionally, we were able to raise almost 
$500, which we are going to donate 
to Autism Speaks. Giving back to the 
community of Norwalk is what being a 
Lancer is all about!

Ken Cook
Teacher - Automotive
Norwalk High School

Lynwood hopes mock election will 
spur civic engagement

LYNWOOD – On a busy day 
of presidential primaries in four 
states, Lynwood High School held 
a Presidential Mock Election to 
help students learn the primary 
process, know the candidates, as 
well as understand the issues and 
the importance of voting.

Students campaigned with 
colorful and informative signs, 
standing behind tables that lined 
a “Presidential Walk” between the 
school’s administrative building 
and library, where the election was 
held. More than 1,000 students 
from 50 classes turned out to hear 
government and economic policies 
debated among five candidates 
before stepping into the voting 
booths to cast their votes. 

The mock election was a 
nationwide event sponsored by 
the National Research Center for 
College and University Admissions. 
Instructor Claudia Alfaro’s AP 
government classes partnered 
with instructor Lorraine Abbass’ 
economics class and prepared for 
more than a month for the mock 
presidential election as a way to 
spark a lifetime awareness of civic 
responsibility. 

 Students from the two classes 
collaborated, picked their candidate 
from among the top five contenders, 
researched their government and 
economic policies, and built their 
candidates’ campaign strategy.

“The mock election provided 
our students with the hands-on 
experience of running a campaign, 
really mirroring the primary 
process through campaigning and 
speeches,” Lynwood Unified School 
District Superintendent Paul 
Gothold said. “It is very important 
for them to know that they have a 
say in our government process.”

 “This was great practice for 
our students to learn about the 
importance of being informed 
when it’s time to vote, the voting 
process and how to use an election 
ballot,” LUSD Board of Education 
President Alma-Delia Renteria 
said. “It won’t be long before they’ll 
be voting for the next President of 
the United States and participating 
in the Democratic process. In the 
meantime, they practiced and 
made candidate choices.”

Senior Michael Andrade drew 
a lot of attention as he portrayed 
Republican front-runner Donald 
Trump. Andrade sported a 
blonde wig and did his best to 
answer questions from aggressive 
prospective voters.

Andrade was surprised by the 
support he received and said he 
thought he flipped a number of 
voters. 

“I’m actually getting a lot of 
positive reaction and I’ve managed 
to win some votes,” Andrade said. 
“The voters have been impressed 
with the facts that I’ve presented 
here today.”

Brian Nunez led Democratic 
front-runner Hilary Clinton’s 
campaign across the hallway, telling 
students to back his candidate if 
they wanted to receive help with aid 
for college tuition. 

“It’s exciting to be here, but at 
the same time the voters can make 
you nervous because some of them 
hit you with a lot of questions,” 
he said. “You have to have a well-
rounded understanding of the 

issues to be able to answer them.”
Carlos Ortega played 

Democratic challenger Bernie 
Sanders, laying out his plan to 
narrow the income gap between 
the rich and the poor, address 
illegal immigration and improve 
healthcare. Looking conspicuously 
inconspicuous, “bodyguard” 
Miguel Carrera stood behind him 
in a dark suit, dark glasses and a 
wired earpiece. 

“It’s tough to tell whether 
(Sanders) is being approached 
by friends or attackers,” he said. 
“But the campaign has been very 
inspiring and has gone really well.”

The sealed ballots were 
mailed to the National Research 
Center for College and University 
Admissions, which will tabulate 
them and send Lynwood its results. 
The school anticipates announcing 
the winning candidate sometime 
this spring.
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