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THINGS TO DO

Tweet of the Week
@PrincipalLancer: Norwalk 
parents: please join us for a Ride 
to the Future! We will visit @
CalStateLA on April 21. RSVP 
today! #NLMUSD 

Follow us!
@DowneyPatriot

Easter Egg-Stravaganza
Saturday - Norwalk Civic Center,  

12:30 p.m.

Crafts, games, food and Easter egg 
hunts for kids of all ages.

Rockabilly Day
Saturday - Santa Fe Springs Swap 

Meet, 12 p.m.

Concerts, food, shopping and more. 
Family-friendly. $1 admission

Family Game Night
Saturday - Columbia Memorial Space 

Center, 6 p.m.

Life-sized Jenga, karaoke, raffles, 
robotic missions, and more. 

Income Tax Help
Saturday - Cerritos College, 10 a.m.

Free tax help for low-income residents. 
Register: (866) 910-9559

Banda MS
Sunday - Pico Rivera Sports Arena,  

6 p.m.

Banda artists perform in a concert 
sponsored by 97.9 La Raza. $60

Smashing Pumpkins
Saturday - The Theatre at Ace Hotel 

downtown L.A., 8 p.m.

An acoustic-electro concert, with Liz 
Phair opening. $60

Alicia Edquist, an instructional lab tech and adjunct journalism professor at Cerritos 
College, received the Rich Cameron Volunteer of the Year award this past weekend. 

The award was presented at the Journalism Association of Community Colleges state 
convention, held at the Marriott Hotel in Burbank. 

“I have been so fortunate to have the privilege to work with such an amazing mentor, 
instructor, colleague and friend,” said Edquist, referring to Rich Cameron, faculty 
adviser for the Talon Marks, Cerritos College’s campus newspaper. “Words cannot 
express my excitement, appreciation and honor I feel at this moment!”

Teacher gets 3 years for sex with student
DOWNEY – Brandon Hitchcock, the 32-year-old Downey High teacher and 

soccer coach who had sex with a female student, was sentenced to three years in 
county jail on Monday.

Hitchcock, of Lakewood, also was ordered to stay away from the victim. 
In November, Hitchcock pleaded no contest to two counts of unlawful sexual 
intercourse.

Hitchcock was a teacher and a soccer coach at Downey High School. In 2014, 
school staff were alerted about an inappropriate relationship between Hitchcock 
and a 17-year-old student. Administration informed law enforcement and they 
immediately began an investigation. 

Deputy District Attorney Amanda Luna, who prosecuted the case, said 
Hitchcock had sexual interactions with the victim over a seven-month period.

The victim sued Hitchcock last October, alleging he preyed on her and 
initiated a sexual relationship.

According to the lawsuit, the girl, identified in court documents as Jane Doe, 
was a student in Hitchcock’s 11th grade American history class during the 2013-
14 school year. The lawsuit alleges that Hitchcock, who was 30 at the time, “began 
grooming” the 16-year-old girl, paying extra attention to her and inviting her to 
“hang out” in his classroom after school. 

Starting in January 2014, Hitchcock began allowing the girl to sit in on his 
sixth period, despite her having a sixth period photojournalism class, the lawsuit 
alleges. It was during this time that Hitchcock allegedly began flirting with the 
girl, writing in an email to her that it was “hard not to miss [her] smile.” 

Shortly before spring break, Hitchcock and the girl exchanged telephone 
numbers and Hitchcock told the girl that he “liked her.”. They kissed while they 
were alone in his classroom, the suit alleges. 

Over the next several weeks, Hitchcock allegedly told the girl that he loved 
her, and they began to have sex in April 2014.

Rumors of the relationship began to circulate on campus that September and 
in October, the girl reported the relationship to her parents, who called police.

By Christian Brown
Staff Writer

Downey City Council puts sales tax increase  
on November ballot

DOWNEY – Under pressure from 
city staff to find new revenue streams 
for public safety and street repairs, 
the Downey City Council reluctantly 
moved forward with plans to place 
a half-cent sales tax increase on the 
ballot in November. 

In a 3-2 decision, with Mayor 
Alex Saab and Councilman Sean 
Ashton dissenting, the city council 
decided to let voters weigh in on 
whether a permanent sales tax hike, 
which would provide the city an 
additional $9 million annually, is 
necessary.

City Manager Gilbert Livas 
believes it is.

“It’s my job to make sure we stay 
ahead of the curve. The truth is we’re 
not at the revenue source we were at 
in 2007,” said Livas. 

The reason behind the slow 
down in revenue? Car dealerships 
(or better yet, the lack thereof).

As a result of the Great Recession, 
Downey lost three dealerships 
when Ford, Cadillac, and Acura 
succumbed to the plummeting 
economy. As dealerships shutdown 
so did the city’s sales tax revenue, 
which relied heavily on the millions 

of dollars the businesses generated 
each year.

“It would take three department 
stores to make up for every dealership 
we’ve lost,” Livas said. 

While sales tax revenues remain 
flat, the need for more public 
safety, park renovations, and street 
overhauls is mounting, according to 
city officials.

Usually staffed at 111-115 
officers, the Downey Police 
Department currently has 109 police 
officers on payroll.

“For us to be proactive and 
increase patrols, we need 7-10 
additional officers,” said Chief Carl 
Charles, who acknowledged that 
state law AB 109, which released 
thousands of prisoners, is increasing 
local crime.

Livas said the cost of hiring the 
additional officers adds up to $1.3-
1.5 million annually. A small amount 
compared to the potential cost of 
revamping the city’s aging parks and 
repaving residential streets.

“We have a lot of outside 
shoppers in our city,” said Livas. “A 
tax increase would help fix the local 
streets, upgrade our parks, and make 
sure our police and fire have the best 
equipment.”

Councilman Luis Marquez 

echoed the city manager, concerned 
that the city’s public services could 
fall behind without additional 
funding.

“It’s been 30 years since our parks 
have been touched,” he said. “No 
matter how many grants we receive, 
we’ll never get to the complete needs 
of the city.

“It should be up to the residents 
to decide.”

Likewise, Mayor Pro Tem 
Fernando Vasquez agreed that 
residents should be offered the 
chance to vote on the tax hike, which 
would elevate the city’s sales tax from 
9 percent to 9.5 percent, if approved 
by a simple majority of voters.

“I know I pay enough in taxes, 
but I value our public safety and life 
-- what value do we put on life,” said 
Vasquez, recalling the recent string 
of deaths in the city. 

“Why now? If there ever was a 
time [to place this on the ballot], it’s 
now when a majority of people are 
out here to vote.”

However, Saab is pushing back 
against the tax proposal, suggesting 
the city opt for spending cuts and 
waste reductions before burdening 
residents with a new tax.

“My concerns are how this will 
affect existing businesses and new 
businesses in our city,” Saab said. “I 

By Alex Dominguez
Staff Writer

With an eye to the future, Norwalk looks 
to rebrand itself

NORWALK – The City of Norwalk 
is asking for resident input as it goes 
through the process of rebranding 
itself in the near future.

Several community meetings 
have been held over the last several 

Norwalk mayor Mike Mendez distributes American flags at a July 4 fireworks show last 
year. Photo courtesy city of Norwalk

weeks in order to identify what 
Norwalk residents hope Norwalk 
will one day represent. The most 
recent meeting was held this past 
Monday at the Norwalk Sports and 
Arts Complex.

“A lot of cities – they have 
identities, and they push hard to 
define themselves,” said Ryder 
Todd Smith of Tripepi Smith, the 

marketing-technology-public affairs 
firm currently spearheading the 
City’s branding effort.

Monday’s meeting saw only a 
handful of residents come and speak 
their opinions. Though those who 
attended had many ideas of what 
they would like the city to represent, 
such as having an “old city vibe” 
and being a “welcoming, open arms 
community,” no one really had any 
idea what Norwalk represented 
currently. 

This reaction mirrored 
comments made by Smith, who said 
that results of a communications 
assessment held last year reflected a 
“lack of definition.”

Norwalk City Manager Michael 
Egan emphasized the importance of 
finding the city’s brand.

“Cities are unique entities and 
places,” said Egan. “We attract 
people to live here, do business 
here, a lot of different things. So it 
makes a lot of sense for our city to 
brand itself based on its history, 
based on its people, and so we’re 
trying to engage the community in 
this process so that as we go after 
pursuing economic development, 

new business opportunities, new 
developments, we can sell ourselves 
as a quality place to be for businesses 
and families to thrive.”

Unfortunately, Monday’s humble 
attendance numbers were a reflection 
of the “hit or miss” community 
involvement in the effort up to this 
point. 

“This is a pretty esoteric concept, 
so it’s not the easiest thing to get 
people involved with, and so you try 
and try as you will,” said Smith. “…
We’ve put a lot of effort into trying to 
find people, make sure they have an 
opportunity to know about it. We’re 
running lots of Facebook ads, lots of 
Google ads. It’s on all the standard 
communication channels that the 
city has at its disposal. So it’s certainly 
not for lack of effort; we’re trying to 
get the community interested.”

Those who would like to voice 
their ideas for the city rebranding 
are encouraged to attend one of 
the upcoming meetings. For more 
information, or if citizens are 
unable or unwilling to attend one 
of the future meetings, residents are 
encouraged to visit definingnorwalk.
com.

don’t know if this is the right time for 
this...we have a lot of positive growth 
happening in the city. We don’t want 
to make people think twice about 
investing in our city.”

Prior to the vote on Tuesday, 
the city council reviewed results of 
a survey conducted in February by 
polling agency Fairbank, Maslin, 
Maullin, Metz & Associates, who 
interviewed 400 Downey residents 
likely to vote in the November 
election.

When asked if the city was in 
need of additional funding to provide 
an adequate level of city services, 23 
percent answered there was “great 
need and 47 percent said there was 
“some need.” Nearly 25 percent said 
there was “little or no need” and 5 
percent were unsure.

When asked directly about 
a potential sales tax increase, 45 
percent said they would definitely 
vote in favor while another 25 
percent said the would probably 
vote yes or lean towards yes. The poll 
revealed that 29 percent indicated 
they would not support the measure.

The city council on Tuesday also 
approved an $83,000 contract with 
Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin, Metz 
& Associates, which will educate 
the public on the sales tax increase 
measure.

College radio show 
named best  
in the country

NORWALK – Cerritos College’s 
WPMD radio program Falcon 
Spotlight was named America’s Best 
Student Public Affairs Program by the 
Intercollegiate Broadcasting System 
(IBS)’s 76th Annual International 
Conference in New York.

WPMD is a student-operated 
radio station at Cerritos College that 
provides content and programming for 
students, faculty, staff and community 
members on 1700 AM and worldwide 
on the internet. 

Media Studies student Rob Flores 
began Falcon Spotlight to inform the 
community about campus activities 
and events, and to feature students, 
faculty, and administrators in 2011. 
He has interviewed college presidents, 
administrators, and mayors and 
elected officials of surrounding cities. 

The show airs live on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 10–10:55 a.m. on 
school days. Show archives are posted 
on YouTube.

Flores plans on transferring to 
a California State University and 
continue his education in journalism 
and electronic media. He is actively 
involved in student government and 
volunteers in the city of Lynwood.

Candlelight dinner  
at senior center

NORWALK – The Norwalk Senior 
Center will host a candlelight dinner 
April 12 for adults ages 50 and older. 

Dinners are $6 if purchased before 
April 9 and $7.50 after. Last day to buy 
tickets is April 11.

The menue includes top sirloin 
steak, baked potato, salad, dinner roll, 
dessert, beverage and coffee. 

Doors open at 5:15 p.m., with 
dinner service from 5:45-6 p.m. 

Library hosts talk on 
‘The Graveyard Book’

NORWALK – Norwalk Library 
will host a discussion on the teenage 
graphic novel “The Graveyard Book” 
this Wednesday from 3:30-5:30 p.m. 

Written by bestselling author Neil 
Gaiman, “The Graveyard Book” is the 
dark tale of Nobody Owens, who was 
raised by ghosts in a cemetery. When 
his tragic past catches up to him, he 
will need to use all he has learned form 
his otherworldly guardians to survive. 

The discussion is open to teens in 
grades 6-12. 

Mock SAT test 
available at library

NORWALK – Teens in grades 8-12 
can take a mock SAT test April 16 at 
the Norwalk Library. 

The practice exam will be 
administered at 10 a.m. Students 
receive the results in 10 days. 

Students should bring two pencils, 
a calculator and a snack. There will be 
one break during the program. 

Registration is required by visiting 
the library’s Information Desk or call 
(562) 868-0775.

Free concert tonight  
at Cerritos College

NORWALK – Students and faculty 
in the Cerritos College Commercial 
and Applied Music programs will 
showcase their talents in a free 
multimedia concert today, March 25, 
at 7 p.m. 

The concert will take place in the 
Burnight Center Theatre on campus 
and feature music from “Entropy,” an 
album recorded, edited and mixed at 
the college. 

The live concert will feature video, 
lighting and choreography designed 
and performed by students, along with 
musicians and technicians. 

Performances are free and open to 
the public. One-day parking passes are 
$2 in lots C-1, C-2 and C-10. 

For more details, go to cms.
cerritos.edu/amaz/entropy.htm or 
email Dr. Andrew Maz at amaz@
cerritos.edu
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Paging Dr. Frischer...
By Dr. Alan Frischer

Today’s topic affects us all…
if we’re lucky. It’s the most reliable 
sign of aged 
skin: wrinkles. 
Why do we get 
them? Is there 
anything we can 
do to slow them 
down, or to 
minimize them?

Wr i n k l e s 
are found in 
healthy skin. Babies are born with 
them. As we age, our skin gets 
thinner, drier and less elastic. It 
loses some of its ability to protect 
itself from damage. Creases, folds, 
and ridges form. The first wrinkles 
to appear on our face tend to occur 
as a result of facial expressions, but 
sun damage, smoking, dehydration, 
some medications, and a number of 
other factors also cause wrinkles to 
develop. Our genetic makeup has 
a big influence on how wrinkled 
we become, and when and where 
wrinkles start to appear.

Those wrinkles that occur in 
areas of muscle contraction, such 
as the forehead and upper face, and 
around the mouth, are known as 
intrinsic aging wrinkles. 

Extrinsic aging wrinkles, on the 
other hand, are caused by exposure 
to environmental factors like 
ultraviolet radiation (sun exposure) 
and cigarette smoking. This kind 
of wrinkling occurs mostly in sun-
exposed areas and is spread out, fine, 
and shallow. Heredity plays a large 
part for this kind of wrinkling, and 
certain fair-skinned ethnic groups 
are more prone to it, including the 
Scottish, Irish, and English. Those 
with darkly pigmented skin are less 
likely to show this type of wrinkling.

Cellulite is a type of wrinkling 
found most commonly in women. 
It is often associated with obesity, 
and appears in the hips, thighs, and 
buttocks. The skin has an “orange 
peel” appearance, caused by fat tissue 
in the dermis (the lower deep layer 
of the skin).

Even though wrinkles can give 
us the appearance of wisdom, most 
of us don’t welcome them. Every 

year, billions of dollars are spent 
on treatments globally. Cost and 
effectiveness vary enormously.

Many cosmetic procedures are 
used. As you might imagine, they are 
not normally covered by insurance. 
Treatments include:

•Paralysis of superficial muscles 
with Botox

•Filling in depressions

•Skin surgical treatments 
(chemical peels, dermabrasion, and 
laser resurfacing) that remove the 
sun-damaged outer layers of the skin. 
Some of these treatments require 
anesthesia and an operating room. 
As the surface heals, a thicker and 
healthier outer skin layer develops, 
and new collagen forms in the deeper 
skin layers.

•Topical treatments, which 
include creams such as Vitamin A, 
alpha hydroxyl acids, antioxidants, 
and moisturizers.

Alternatively, here are some 
preventive measures you can take 
today – they are free of charge and 
have great side effects! They may help 
to slow the progression of wrinkles, 
and certainly won’t hurt:

•Protect your skin from the sun 
every day. Seek shade, cover up with 
clothing, and use a broad-spectrum 
sunscreen. Every time the skin tans 
or burns, it is aging prematurely.

•If you smoke, stop now. Did you 
need yet another reason? Smoking 

speeds up how quickly skin ages. It 
leads to wrinkles and a dull, sallow 
complexion.

•Avoid repetitive facial 
expressions. When you repeatedly 
contract the same muscles for many 
years, these lines can actually become 
permanent.

•Wear sunglasses to reduce lines 
from squinting.

•Eat a healthy, well-balanced 
diet. It may help to prevent damage.

•Drink less alcohol. Alcohol 
dehydrates the skin, and, in time, 
causes damage.

•Exercise regularly, as this 
improves circulation. Better 
circulation may give the skin a more 
youthful appearance.

•Cleanse your skin gently. Do not 
scrub or use strong topical creams. 
Repeated irritation can accelerate 
skin aging.

 Clearly, wrinkles don’t harm our 
health – not physically, that is. The 
decision to treat them through costly 
cosmetic procedures will depend on 
how much they bother you when you 
look into the mirror…and on your 
spending priorities.

Dr. Alan Frischer is former chief of 
staff and former chief of medicine at 
Downey Regional Medical Center. 
Write to him in care of this newspaper 
at 8301 E. Florence Ave., Suite 100, 
Downey, CA 90240.

Canned tuna recalled
Bumble Bee Foods and Tri-Union Seafoods are voluntarily recalling 

canned chunk light tuna because of possible health risks.
Bumble Bee is recalling 31,579 cases of the canned tuna with UPC codes 

8660000020, 8660000021 and 8660000736. They were produced in February 
2016 and distributed nationally. 

The company said they could pose a possible health risk because of 
“process deviations” which occurred in a packing facility not owned or 
operated by Bumble Bee.

“The recall is being initiated out of an abundance of caution due to the 
possible under-processing of the affected products,” Bumble Bee said.

Tri-Union Seafoods is recalling 2,745 cases of Chicken of the Sea 
brand canned tuna because it might be undercooked due to an equipment 
malfunction, according to manufacturer Tri-Union Seafoods.

Rio Hondo College opens $3.8M 
soccer complex

WHITTIER – Rio Hondo 
College’s new $3.8 million soccer 
complex provides world-class 
venue fitting for its nationally 
ranked student athletes as well as 
a facility that will serve the campus 
community in a variety of ways, 
speakers announced at a grand-
opening celebration on Wednesday.

“I am thrilled that this fine 
soccer field will be appreciated by 
our campus community,” Rio Hondo 
College Superintendent/President 
Teresa Dreyfuss told a crowd of 
onlookers at the event. “I would also 
like to thank our community for 
supporting our Measure A Bond, 
which made this close to $4 million 
project possible.”

The complex includes an NCAA-
regulation, artificial turf pitch, a 
six-lane synthetic track, three-
stage lighting system, pedestrian 
walkway, ADA-accessible bleachers, 
scoreboard and landscaping. A new 
restroom building arrives in April.

The project was launched in 
March 2015, one element of a 
broader facilities improvement 
effort that includes expansion of 
the campus bookstore, seismic 
retrofitting of the College’s L Tower 
and other upgrades.

The three-stage lighting system 
can be adjusted to provide the 
brilliant shine needed for night 
games, a less intense setting for night 
practices and yet another setting to 
illuminate folks walking the track.

The facility is an 
acknowledgement that paths to 
excellence and opportunity take 
many forms, and that academic 
success often pairs with athletic 
prowess, according to College 
leaders.

For example, Rio Hondo College 
women’s soccer team finished second 
in state this year, helping two scholar 
athletes win national recognition 
and scholarships to pursue medical 
studies and soccer at UC Irvine.

Rio Hondo College’s men’s 
team also had a successful season, 
qualifying for the state playoff and 
ranking 17th nationally.

“Many of us have long-awaited 
this day,” said Board of Trustees 
President Mary Ann Pacheco. “We 
can now watch our teams practice 
and play their home games on this 
72,000-square-foot turf, surrounded 
with beautiful landscaping. … We 
look forward to your continued 
victories and practices on our new 
soccer field.”

The celebration, which included 
a ribbon cutting, was also attended 

by Board of Trustees Clerk Madeline 
Shapiro; Ray Wong, community 
liaison for state Sen. Tony Mendoza; 
Ricard Mendoza, deputy district 
director for U.S. Rep. Linda Sánchez; 
and Pico Rivera Councilmember 
Gustavo Camacho.

Rio Hondo student Erika 
Lizarraga, a first-year soccer player 
who played in 21 games this past year, 
became the first Lady Roadrunner to 
set foot on the new soccer field, along 
with several of her teammates.

Lizarraga shared her pride in the 
team’s accomplishments and thanked 
the Rio Hondo College faculty for 
helping her achieve her goals. She 
hopes to transfer to a four-year 
university, where she will play soccer 
for a Division I team while studying 
to become a physician’s assistant.

Board of Trustees President Mary Ann Pacheco, Superintendent/President Teresa 
Dreyfuss and Board of Trustees Clerk Madeline Shapiro cut the ribbon on Rio Hondo 
College’s new soccer complex on Wednesday, March 23.

DOWNEY – The Downey 
Symphony is closing its historic 58th 
season April 9 on a high note.  

The composer Oscar Navarro is 
travelling from his home in Spain 
to Downey to hear the West Coast 
premiere of his new clarinet concerto 
played by the Orchestra and brilliant 
young virtuoso Kelli O’Connor.  

Also on the program is his 
“Downey Overture,” a work he 
dedicated to the Orchestra and its 
Music Director Sharon Lavery and 
that has now been played across 
Europe and the United States.  

The piece has spread his fame and 
Downey’s reputation as a home for 
the arts, and in appreciation, Mayor 
Alex Saab will present a proclamation 
on behalf of the council and city 
declaring the “Downey Overture” as 
the official symphonic music of the 
city.  The designation fits especially 
well with Downey’s celebration this 
year of the 60th anniversary of its 
incorporation.  

Navarro last visited Downey 
in 2011 for the world premiere 
of his “Downey Overture.”  Born 
in Spain, where he received his 
musical education, he was studying 
music scoring for films at USC’s 
Thornton School of Music. There he 
met Sharon Lavery and the rest is 
a history Downey residents can be 

Downey Symphony closing its season 
with premiere

proud of.  
Kelli O’Connor was born in New 

York and holds a Master’s degree 
from the New England Conservatory. 
She makes her home in Connecticut 
and performs with orchestras and 
ensembles there. She has been 
praised for her “rich timbre and 
unhurried phrasing.”  She remarks 
that she has enjoyed learning this 
new concerto and is honored to 
present its West Coast premiere.

Mussorgsky’s familiar and 
powerful “Pictures at an Exhibition” 
will round out the program. Inspired 
by an exhibit of paintings by an 
artist friend who died tragically 
young, Mussorgsky recreated 
several pictures in music in a piano 
composition of 1874. 

The piece became very popular, 
and several versions for orchestra 
were produced, but the best and 
most often performed is Maurice 
Ravel’s of 1922. The work comprises 
10 short pieces interlaced with a 
“Promenade” that comically depicts 
the rather heavy Mussorgsky walking 
about the gallery.  

But wait! There’s more! The 
final concert of the season is also 
the annual occasion for an auction, 
whose winner gets to take the 
baton and lead the Orchestra at 
the following year’s final concert. 

Catherine Peterson won this special 
opportunity last year, and for the 
first piece on the program she will 
raise the baton and have the thrill of 
hearing a full, professional orchestra 
follow her lead. 

In partnership with the Downey 
Arts Coalition, Pat Gil and E. J. Ball 
have organized an exhibit of work 
by artists local and far flung on the 
theme, “The Classical Elements: 
Earth Water, Air, and Fire.” More 
than 20 artists will participate and 
most works can be purchased.  

The theatre’s doors open at 6:30 
pm. In addition, the impressive local 
poet Trista Dominqu will read an 
original poem following Maestra 
Lavery’s interview. The poem will be 
on a poster in the lobby and in the 
printed program as well.

Good seats are still available. 
Tickets are $30 or $35; students 
with ID $10. The box bffice at 8435 
Firestone Blvd. is open 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Tuesday through Friday. 
Tickets may also be ordered by 
phone at (562) 904-7230 or online at 
downeysymphony.org. 

Because the Chamber of 
Commerce Street Fair is also April 
9, Brookshire Avenue will be closed. 
Patrons should leave extra time to 
find parking.  

ANAHEIM – The Orange County 
District Attorney’s Office (OCDA) is 
seeking the public’s help identifying 
potential additional victims of an 
Uber driver accused of forcibly 
raping a woman after picking her up 
from a bar. 

Omar Mahmoud Mousa, 52, 
Anaheim, is charged with one felony 
count of forcible rape, one felony 
count of forcible oral copulation, 
and one felony count of sexual 
penetration by foreign object and 
force. 

If convicted, he faces a maximum 

Uber driver accused of raping female passenger
sentence of 24 years in state prison. 
He is being held on $100,000 bail.

At the time of the crime, Mousa 
was working as a driver for the 
transportation network service Uber.

On the evening of Oct. 24, 2015, 
Mousa, through Uber, is accused 
of picking up 21-year-old Jane Doe 
and her female friend at a motel in 
Anaheim and driving them to a bar 
in Fullerton. Mousa allegedly gave 
the women his business card and 
advised them to call him directly 
when they were leaving instead of 
using the Uber driving service.

In the early morning hours on 
Oct. 25, the women called Mousa 
and he picked them up from the bar 
and drove them back to the motel 
room. Mousa is accused of walking 
the women into their motel room 
where Jane Doe’s friend immediately 
passed out on the bed.

Investigators say Mousa placed 
Jane Doe on the same bed, while 
she was intoxicated, pulled her pants 
down, and raped her. Jane Doe told 
the defendant “no” multiple times 
and eventually managed to push him 
away, authorities said.

The woman reported the crime 
later that day to the Anaheim Police 
Department. Mousa left the country 
but was arrested March 7 at LAX 
after returning to the U.S.

Anyone with additional 
information or who believes they 
have been a victim is encouraged to 
contact Supervising District Attorney 
Investigator Mark Gutierrez at (714) 
347-8794.
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Advertise Your Business

Call Dorothy
or MaryAnn 

(562) 868-3022

� Delivered Weekly to Single Family Homes
   and Bulk Drop Off Locations

Get the word out by Advertising 
and Promoting your company

Having a Yard Sale? 
Looking for Renters? 

Call our Classi� eds Department
(562) 904-3668

Shared Stories: My Favorite Cup
As with many of her generation, 
the arc of Daniela Kanz’s secretarial 
career traces the development of 
technology from manual typewriter to 
word processing in the computer age.  
Shared Stories is a weekly column 
featuring articles by participants 
in a writing class at the Norwalk 
Senior Center.  Bonnie Mansell is the 
instructor for this free class offered 
through the Cerritos College Adult 
Education Program. Curated by Carol 
Kearns

By Daniela Kanz
A favorite coffee cup of mine had 

the saying on it “I FAXED MYSELF 
TO HAWAII. – A SECRETARY’S 
DREAM.”

I no longer have that cup or 
that dream as I went to Hawaii with 
my youngest daughter in 2013. 
Thinking about that cup brings back 
memories of working as a secretary 
(or administrative assistant as it is 
now called). There is a celebratory 
week and day in April that has been 
in existence since 1952 celebrating 
this profession.

In high school I learned the 
Pitman method of shorthand. It was 
a difficult system whereby one had 
to use a pencil to make the dark and 
light strokes, and the strokes could 
be either on the line, over the line, 
or under the line depending on the 
sound of the word. I did manage to 
learn the system, but was never able 
to gain much speed as I was overly 
concerned about being unable to 
read back what I wrote. 

During this time in high school, 
a visitor came to an assembly who 
was a speed typist. He typed over 
100 words per minute on a manual 
typewriter. This was a pivotal moment 
for me as I decided I would one day 
type that fast. I took several business 
related subjects in high school and 
upon graduation ended up working 
at a bank near Wall Street. 

In order to move into a better 
position as secretary to the bank 
manager, I needed to have good 

shorthand skills. While riding the 
subway, I saw an advertisement for 
the Speedwriting School that taught 
an alphabetic form of shorthand. I 
enrolled in this school, continued 
to gather speed in my typing, and 
managed to pass the shorthand test 
at the bank.

I worked there until moving to 
California where my typing skills 
landed me a job at North American 
Aviation – the forerunner to 
Rockwell/Autonetics, now Boeing. 
I eventually moved from typist to 
secretary there as well. 

One of my favorite comments 
about the job at Autonetics was that 
while the engineers I worked for 
developed the plans for the Apollo, 
we produced so much paperwork 
that the astronauts would not need 
the space ship. All they needed to 
do was climb to the moon using all 
the paperwork as a ladder. I worked 
there for five years. 

Then, while my children were 
little, I turned to waitressing as I 
could earn more money in less hours 
as a waitress.  I joined the waitress 
union and I received many jobs 
through the union hall working for 
caterers.

This came in very handy when 
my husband was on strike at his 
union job at the company that made 
cartridge cases for the military 
going to Viet Nam. The caterer felt 
sorry for my family and provided us 
with any leftovers from the various 
weddings, bar or bat mitzvahs, and 
studio parties we worked. I also 
worked at the Hollywood Paladium 
as a banquet waitress working events 
such as the Grammys and New 
Year’s Eve as well as New Year’s Day 
Breakfast. 

Additionally, I often took jobs at 
the Coliseum handing out hot dogs 
and beer at union wages. One of 
my favorite waitress memories was 
getting ready for the Magic Mountain 
opening. There was to be a big pre-
opening festivity for a huge crowd of 
Hollywood celebrities. 

The day before the event, we all 
worked in a big warehouse putting 
together box dinners in pretty 
flowerd boxes. The caterer needed 
so many people to work handing 
out the boxed meals and to work the 
bars that they asked the regulars if we 
could get family members to help out 
– even if they weren’t union. A great 
many of my male family members 
knew how to be bartenders and they 
helped fill the bill.

When we moved to New Mexico, 
I went to work for the Sears Catalog 
Store in Hobbs as the teletypist and 
I was back to my love of typing. I 
would make a game of it to see how 
many orders I could type and submit 
to Dallas before the deadline so that 
customers would receive their orders 
in the shortest amount of time. 

While working at Sears, I decided 
to further my education by attending 
New Mexico Junior College. I thought 
that perhaps getting my Associates 
Degree in Secretarial Science would 
help me secure a better paying job 
and would offset the years I gave up 

office work.
It was at NMJC  that I learned 

about Word Processing. I flew 
through the machine transcription 
class due to my typing skills and 
finally met my goal of typing 100 
words per minute. I enjoyed machine 
transcription over shorthand, but 
the course required I learn Gregg 
Shorthand - the third system I 
attempted to learn. 

Again, I was so fearful of being 
unable to read what I wrote, that 
I fell back to my Speedwriting 
whenever I needed it, but really 
preferred machine transcription with 
a Dictaphone.

After graduation from NMJC, 
I went to work for a bank in Hobbs 
in the Word Processing Department 
ending up as supervisor over five 
operators as the department and bank 
grew. I even ended up in a national 
magazine due to a measurement 
report to management I devised.

Word processing was the up and 
coming office production endeavor 
during the 1970s. 

When we returned to California, 
my word processing experience 
landed me a job for the company 
that was contracted to put in the 911 
emergency system for the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff ’s Department. I 
like to say I worked that contract 
from cradle to grave as I was hired 
during contract negotiations, and 
after the system was up and running, 
the company managed a five-year 
maintenance contract. 

This extended the life span of my 
tenure to almost 11 years. I retired 
from that company, but didn’t stop 
working. I will always be thankful to 
this company as they subsidized my 
going back to school and getting my 
bachelor’s degree.

Over the years, I had yearnings 
to teach and often volunteered as a 
Sunday school teacher at my church, 
so I decided to obtain a California 
Teaching Credential. After acquiring 

the credential, I was able to teach 
adults computer applications at ABC 
and Paramount adult schools. 

I especially enjoyed working 
with seniors as I understood their 
anxieties, having had similar 
experiences while learning the ever-
evolving computer literacy required 
nowadays. Only someone who typed 
on a regular typewriter would know 
about using the letter ‘L’ for the 
numeral one (1). You cannot do that 
in a computer spreadsheet.

Due to medical issues, I am now 
a retiree living with my youngest 
daughter. She is a fourth grade 
teacher at Hollydale School in the 
Paramount Unified School District. 
Sometimes I visit her class to help 
her students with their reading. One 
of her students gifted her with a cup 
that is now my favorite. It states: 
“Teachers make A difference.”
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Please Call
Dorothy Michael

• • • • •
MaryAnn Sourial

(562) 868-3022

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
FRIDAY, MARCH 25

7 p.m. - Free concert - Burnlight Center Theatre

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
12:30 p.m. - Easter Egg-Stravaganza - Norwalk Civic Center

TUESDAY, MARCH 29
5 p.m. - Ramona Park new playground - Ramona Park

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30
3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. - “The Graveyard Book” discussion - Norwalk Library

•
MONDAYS

1st, 6:00 p.m. - Public Safety meetings - Council Chambers

TUESDAYS
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. - Farmers Market - Excelsior High School

1st & 3rd 6:00 p.m. - Toastmasters Meetings - Registrar Recorder/County Clerks Office
2nd & 4th, - Toastmasters Meetings - Norwalk Library
1st & 3rd, 6:00 p.m. - City Council - Council Chambers
3rd, 5:45 p.m. - Housing Authority - Council Chambers

WEDNESDAYS
10:30 a.m. - Woman’s Club - Masonic Lodge

12:00 p.m. - Rotary - Doubletree Hotel
1st, 12:30 p.m. - Soroptimist International - Soroptimist Village

1st & 3rd, 7:00 p.m. - Lions Club - Bruce’s Restaurant
2nd & 4th, 1:30 p.m. - Alondra Senior Citizens - Social Services Center

2nd & 4th, 7:30 p.m. - Planning Commission - Council Chambers
4th, 11:30 a.m. - Coordinating Council - Arts & Sports Complex

THURSDAYS
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts Troop 924 - Norwalk United Methodist Church

2nd, 7:30 p.m. - Golden Trowel -Norwalk Masonic Lodge
3rd, 8:00 p.m. - American Legion Post No. 359 - 11986 Front St.

SATURDAYS
2nd, 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. - Pancake Breakfast - First Christian Church of Norwalk

Have an event you want listed? E-mail news@thedowneypatriot.com

Send us your Letters to the 
Editor, Press Releases, photos, 
meeting and club schedules!

Address:
12040 Foster Road
Norwalk, CA 90650

Email:
news@thedowneypatriot.com

SPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY

You can contact puzzle editor Stan-
ley Newman at his e-mail address: 
StanXwords@aol.com. Or write him 
at P.O. Box 69, Massapequa Park, NY 
11762, Please send a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope if you’d like a reply.

On This Day...
March 25, 1965: The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. led 25,000 marchers to the state capitol in Montgomery, Ala., 
to protest the denial of voting rights to blacks.

1994: American troops completed their withdrawal from Somalia.

1996: The redesigned $100 bill went into circulation.

Birthdays: Soul singer Aretha Franklin (74), rock singer Elton John (69), actress Marcia Cross (54), actress Sarah 
Jessica Parker (51), boxer Wladimir Klitschko (40), race car driver Danica Patrick (34), actress Katharine McPhee 
(32), rapper Big Sean (28) and musician Ryan Lewis (28).
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Make your 

voice heard
City representatives
Mayor Mike Mendez
Phone: (562) 929-5305
E-mail: mmendez@norwalkca.gov

Vice Mayor Cheri Kelley
Phone: (562) 929-5305
E-mail: ckelley@norwalkca.gov

Councilman Luigi Vernola
Phone: (562) 929-5305
E-mail: lvernola@norwalkca.gov

Councilman Marcel Rodarte
Phone: (562) 929-5305
E-mail: mrodarte@norwalkca.gov

Councilman Leonard Shryock
Phone: (562) 929-5305
E-mail: lshryock@norwalkca.gov

Congressional 
representative
Linda Sanchez
Phone: (562) 860-5050
Mail: 12440 E. Imperial Hwy., 
Suite 140
Norwalk, CA 90650

State representatives
Sen. Tony Mendoza
Phone: (323) 890-2790
Mail: 400 N. Montebello Blvd., 
Suite 100, Montebello, CA 90640

Assemblyman Ian Calderon
Phone: (562) 692-5858
Mail: 13181 Crossroads Parkway 
North, St. 160, City of Industry, 
91746

Assemblywoman Cristina Garcia
Phone: (562) 402-4893
Mail: 8255 Firestone Blvd., 
Suite 203
Downey, CA 90241

U.S. representatives
Sen. Barbara Boxer
Phone: (213) 894-5000
Mail: 312 N. Spring St. Suite 1748
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Sen. Dianne Feinstein
Phone: (310) 914-7300
Mail: 11111 Santa Monica Blvd.
Suite 915, Los Angeles, CA 90025 

Board of Education
President Jesse Urquidi
E-mail: jesse.urquidi@gmail.com

Vice President Karen Morrison
E-mail: kl4morrison@yahoo.com

Board Member Darryl Adams
E-mail: educ8us@aol.com

Board Member Chris Pflanzer
E-mail: chrispflanzer@gmail.com

Board Member Ana Valencia
E-mail: valencia_ana@nlmusd.org

Board Member Sean Reagan
E-mail: sreagan@nlmusd.org

Board Member Margarita Rios
E-mail: larivers5@aol.com

cerritos college trustees
Board Member Marisa Perez
Phone: (323) 359-6839
E-mail: mkperez@cerritos.edu

Board Member Carmen Avalos
Phone: (562) 773-3686
E-mail: cavalos@cerritos.edu

Board Member Dr. Sandra Salazar
Phone: (323) 632-9564
E-mail: ssalazar@cerritos.edu

Board Member Bob Arthur
Phone: (562) 863-2864
E-mail: barthur@cerritos.edu

Board Member John Paul Drayer
Phone: (562) 331-5028
E-mail: jpdrayer@cerritos.edu

Board Member Dr. Shin Liu
Phone: (562) 213-3107
E-mail: sliu@cerritos.edu

Board Member Zurich Lewis

Write To Us
The Norwalk Patriot accepts and 
encourages letters to the editor. 
Letters must include a full name, 
address and telephone number, 
although only the author’s name 
and hometown will be published. 
Letters may be edited for length, 
style and/or content. 

Letters can be mailed to The 
Norwalk Patriot, 12040 Foster Rd., 
Norwalk 
CA 90650 or via e-mail at 
news@thedowneypatriot.com. 

CLASSIFIEDS
For Rent

CHURCH SPACE 
AVAILABLE

For services & SS Classes
Park Lawn Evangelistic
6542 Gage Avenue, Bell 

Gardens
(562) 305-5061

3 BR,  2 BA
2 car carport, $1,995

12435 Paramount Blvd
(509) 302-8391
(509) 440-5274

For Sale

FOR SALE
Large commercial refrigerator 
for soda cans, works & good 

condition $150
(562) 412-4913
(614) 465-7763

Homes for Sale

NORWALK 4 BD, 2 BA
Double Gar, Remodeled 2012, 

No Agents, $435,000
(562) 862-5349
(562) 774-7566

Services

PLANS, PERMITS
CONSTRUCTION

Project Design,
New Construction, 

Remodeling & Additions
Lic. #936419

Call Jeff (562) 869-1421

NICE-N-KLEAN
Residential & Commercial

Free Estimate.
(562) 419-6577

Government
CITY OF NORWALK

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF 
A NEGATIVE DECLARATION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 306

Date: Tuesday, April 5, 2016
Time: 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the 
matter may be heard
Place: City Council Chambers, Norwalk 
City Hall, 12700 Norwalk Boulevard, 
Norwalk, CA 90650

Project Description: For the City Council 
to consider amending the Norwalk Municipal 
Code (NMC) to establish regulations related 
to single room occupancy (SRO) housing.
Environmental Review Information: 
Pursuant to the California Environmental 
Qual i ty Act (CEQA) and the CEQA 
Guidelines of the City of Norwalk, this 
project will not have a significant effect on 
the environment and a Negative Declaration 
has been prepared.  The public comment 
period on the Negative Declaration began 
on February 27, 2016 and ended on March 
17, 2016.
Public Comment: Interested persons are 
invited to attend this meeting and be heard 
regarding this matter. Copies of the agenda 
report for the above-described project will be 
available for public review at www.norwalkca.
gov or at the City Clerk’s Office, Norwalk City 
Hall, 12700 Norwalk Boulevard, Norwalk.  
Written comments may be submitted to 
the City Council prior to the time set for 
the hearing. Address written comments: 
Attention: City Clerk at the address noted 
above or by email to clerk@norwalkca.gov.  
If you challenge the proposed project, you 
may be limited to only those issues raised 
at the public hearing described in this notice, 
or in written correspondence delivered prior 
to the public hearing.  
More Information: Should you have any 
questions regarding this matter, please 
contact Beth Chow, Senior Planner at (562) 
929-5953 or bchow@norwalkca.gov.
Accessibility: In compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need 
special assistance to participate in a City 
meeting or other services offered by this 
City, please contact the City Clerk’s Office 
at (562) 929-5720.  Notification at least 48 
hours prior to the meeting or time when 
services are needed will assist the City staff 
in assuring that reasonable arrangements 
can be made to provide accessibility to the 
meeting or service.  Assisted hearing devices 
will be available at this hearing without prior 
notification.

Dated this 25th day of March 2016.

/s/ Theresa Devoy, CMC, City Clerk

The Norwalk Patriot
3/25/16

Notices
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

CASE NUMBER: VS028492
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner 
Grace & Steve Sau filed a petition with this 
court for a decree changing names as 
follows: 
Present name (1) CORA SAU to Proposed 
name (1) AVA SAU
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes described 
above must file a written objection that 
includes the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: May 18, 2016, Time: 1:30 pm, 
Department C
The address of the court is 12720 Norwalk 
Boulevard, Norwalk 90650 
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall 
be published at least once a week for four 

LEGALS
successive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the following 
newspaper of general circulation, printed in 
the county, NORWALK PATRIOT 
March 14, 2016
Margaret M. Bernal
Judge Of The Superior Court
Petitioner or Attorney, In Pro Per
Grace Sau & Steve Sau
18827 Stefani Ave.
Cerritos, CA  90703
 (310) 745-1880
gracek.sau@gmail.com

The Norwalk Patriot
3/18/16, 3/25/16, 4/1/16, 4/8/16

By John Kiriakou
As you probably heard, Donald Trump canceled a rally in Chicago after scuffles broke 

out between Trump supporters and opponents around the arena where the candidate was 
supposed to speak.

True to form, Trump blamed everybody but himself for this debacle. He eventually 
decided that Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders was somehow at fault — 
and even threatened to send protesters of his own to disrupt rallies for Sanders.

What was newsworthy was that Trump himself canceled the event. He normally revels 
in the clashes between protesters and supporters that erupt at his rallies.

These confrontations have become routine, with the real estate mogul usually egging 
on his supporters to “rough up” interlopers. He’s cheered on supporters who’ve shoved, 
kicked, and punched protesters — even people who’ve simply stood silently at Trump’s 
rallies.

Throughout it, he’s had the gall to claim that he deserves credit for keeping the events 
as calm as possible.

Despite the incendiary tone of his rhetoric — that all Muslims are our enemies, that 
Mexicans are rapists and drug dealers, and that practically anybody who disagrees with 
him is an ISIS supporter or a “socialist” — Trump refuses to take responsibility for the 
violence he incites among his followers.

Indeed, he told NBC’s Chuck Todd that he wasn’t condoning violence, not even when 
he told a crowd shouting down a protester, “I’d like to punch him in the face.” Darker still 
was Trump’s reminiscing, “I love the old days — you know what they used to do to guys like 
that when they were in a place like this? They’d be carried out on a stretcher, folks.”

Similarly, Trump said at an earlier rally that if supporters saw anybody with a tomato, 
“Knock the crap out of them, would you? Seriously. OK? Just knock the hell [out of them]. 
I promise you I will pay for the legal fees.”

Combined with his offer to pay the legal fees of a supporter who assaulted a peaceful 

An American Mussolini
Black Lives Matter activist, that’s a blank check for violence.

The American body politic certainly has seen demagogues in the past. Former Alabama 
governor George Wallace, who ran for president in 1968, 1972, and 1976, comes to mind 
immediately. Former Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke, who ran for multiple state and 
federal offices in the 1980s and ‘90s (and has since thrown his support to Trump), similarly 
attracted fringe elements to his rallies.

But violence at American political rallies has never been acceptable, especially violence 
encouraged by the candidate. That’s why comparisons of Trump with other American 
demagogues aren’t an easy fit.

Trump’s events are more akin to the old fascist rallies of figures like Benito Mussolini. 
The Italian leader and his “brown shirt” goons routinely beat protesters at rallies around 
Italy in the 1920s and 1930s. They targeted communists and anarchists at first, but graduated 
to socialists and then to all small-d democrats as they solidified their iron grip on power.

Trump’s tactics aren’t unlike those of the fascists who came before him. It goes 
something like this:

First, they isolate and attack marginalized people with little political power, like Muslims 
and undocumented workers. Later, they graduate to “socialists” and other opponents of 
dangerous right-wing populism. Finally, they play the victim and deny adamantly that 
they’ve done anything wrong.

Anyone who challenges them, they claim, just wants to tear the country down. “These 
people are so bad for our country, you have no idea,” Trump has complained to his 
supporters. “There used to be consequences” for protesting.

But Americans shouldn’t be fooled. Trump isn’t at all unique or special. He doesn’t have 
a gift for connecting with the common man. He’s just a bully and a demagogue.
OtherWords columnist John Kiriakou is an associate fellow at the Institute for Policy Studies 
and the winner of the 2015 PEN Center USA First Amendment award.

In the wake of the terrorist attacks in Brussels, U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) issued the 
following statement:

“Today radical Islamic terrorists targeted the men and women of Brussels as they 
went to work on a spring morning. In a series of coordinated attacks they murdered and 
maimed dozens of innocent commuters at subway stations and travelers at the airport. For 
the terrorists, the identities of the victims were irrelevant. They –we—are all part of an 
intolerable culture that they have vowed to destroy.

“For years, the west has tried to deny this enemy exists out of a combination of political 
correctness and fear.  We can no longer afford either. Our European allies are now seeing 
what comes of a toxic mix of migrants who have been infiltrated by terrorists and isolated, 
radical Muslim neighborhoods.

Ted Cruz: patrol Muslim neighborhoods
“We will do what we can to help them fight this scourge, and redouble our efforts to 

make sure it does not happen here. We need to immediately halt the flow of refugees from 
countries with a significant al Qaida or ISIS presence. We need to empower law enforcement 
to patrol and secure Muslim neighborhoods before they become radicalized.

“We need to secure the southern border to prevent terrorist infiltration. And we need to 
execute a coherent campaign to utterly destroy ISIS. The days of the United States voluntarily 
surrendering to the enemy to show how progressive and enlightened we can be are at an 
end. Our country is at stake.” 
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ATTORNEY ■  ABOGADA

(562) 806-9400   (800) 811-8881
7847 E Florence Ave. Suite 111, Downey, CA 90240

■ Wills, Trusts, Probates
      (Testamentos, Fideicomisos, Demandas Sucesorias)

■ Divorce, Custody, Support
      (Divorcios, Convivencia, Pensión alimenticia)

Eva Juárez -Attorney
Malhotra & Malhotra

Your problems have solutions.
Hablo Español

Call for a FREE Consultation!

(Todos sus problemas tienen solución)

Authentic Fresh Made Mexican FoodAAAAAAuuuuuuttttttthhhhhhheeeeeennnnnttttttiiiiiiccccc FFFFFFrrrreeeeesssssshhhhhh MMMMMMMMMaaaaaddddddeeeee  MMMMMMMMeeeeeexxxxxxxiiiiiiccccccaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFoooooooooddddddAAAAAAAAAAA
Grill & Cantina

Tel. 562.622.9100
11010 Paramount Blvd.

Downey, CA 90241
Expires 4-24-16

(Not valid with any other o� er.)

Norwalk Patriot SpecialNorwalk Patriot Special

Monday - Thursday
$3.99Buy One Entree, 

Get the Second of 
Equal or Lesser Price for

MARIACHI
Friday & Saturday

7:30 pm - 12 pm
Sunday 4 pm - 9 pm

HAPPY HOUR
Mon. - Fri. 3 pm-8 pm
Sat. & Sun. 3 pm-8 pm 

         (Bar Only)

Breakfast & Lunch 
Bu� et

Now Available!

NORWALK -- The 2016 edition of 
Norwalk’s Artatstic was held Friday 
March 18 at the Sports and Arts 
Complex in Norwalk Park.

The event highlights residents 
and students art pieces in a public 
viewing and student competition in 
oil, water, pencil, sculpturing and 
other categories.

Students as well as professional 
sidewalk chalk artist competed for 
prizes as well.

They could be seen sitting, 

Norwalk Artastic 2016

kneeling and in some cases, lying 
next to their pieces trying to get that 
one special aspect just right.

Everyone was in a casual and 
joyful mood.

Even Norwalk’s City Manager 
Mike Egan was unrecognizable in 
his jeans and rolled up short sleeves 
strolling amongst the artists of all 
ages.

Norwalk’s new mayor, Mike 
Mendez, with his new bride Margie, 

were enjoying the day as well. The 
newlyweds have been married for 
nine months.

Council member Marcel Rodarte 
was walking and enjoying the 
festivities while Vice Mayor Cheri 
Kelly took it all in from under a 
shaded area.

The event was kicked off with the 
Norwalk All City Band.

Eight year old Yvette Gaytan and 
her ten year old sister Teresa worked 
feverishly on their pieces as their 
father, Jesus looked on nearby.

The older Gaytan said that his 
two daughters were homeschooled 
by their mother.

Each year, hundreds of 
participants showcase their hard 
work for praises, prizes and 
appreciation from their fellow 
Norwalk residents and guests. See 
you next year.
–Raul Samaniego

Ramona Park gets  
new playground

NORWALK – Norwalk will host 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony Tuesday, 
March 29, at 5 p.m. for new playground 
equipment at Ramonda Park. 

The new playground is a throwback 
to the 70’s rocket ship theme, with a 
rocket ship jungle gym, a tot lot for 
children ages 2-5, a larger area for kids 
ages 5-12, and six slides. 

The equipment is being installed 
with help from county grants. 

Ramona Park is located at 13244 
Mapledale St., west of Carmenita.

photos courtesy city of Norwalk
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